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BUSY BOOK

Stephanie Woodson

This soft book activity toy is sure to become a favourite with inquisitive toddlers. Designed to develop fine motor skills, your little one will have hours of fun practising how to snap, buckle and zip.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric in different patterns

	111⁄2 × 16in (29 × 40.5cm) fusible fleece

	11⁄2in (4cm) long plastic buckle

	12in (30cm) hook-and-loop tape

	12in (30cm) elastic, 1in (2.5cm) wide

	Zip longer than 12in (30cm)

	5in (13cm) square clear vinyl

	1yd (1m) extra-wide double-fold binding

	Snap fastener and setting tool

	4in (10cm) square animal picture





1 Cut two rectangles of patterned fabric 12 × 161⁄2in (30 × 42cm) for the front/back and inside of the book. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, fuse the fusible fleece to the wrong side of the fabric piece that you have chosen for the inside.

2 Fold the un-fused front/back fabric piece in half with short ends meeting and press the fold to make the spine of the book.

3 Now make the buckle activity strap. From the remaining fat quarter, cut a strip of fabric 3 × 15in (7.5 × 38cm). Fold the strip in half lengthways, finger pressing to crease. Unfold, then fold the long edges into the crease and press with an iron. Fold in half at the centre fold and press again. Unfold to fold in the short edges at each end, then refold and press again, leaving no raw edges showing. Topstitch all around the edge of the folded strip, then cut in half and loop the finished short end through one side of the buckle and machine stitch to secure. Repeat for the other side, then clasp the two ends of the buckle together to complete the strap.

4 Take the zip, the buckle strap, the elastic and the hook-and-loop tape, and space them along the right side of the fleece-backed rectangle; tack (baste) the short ends of each in place. Trim off the zip ends and about 11⁄2in (4cm) from the top layer of the hook-and-loop tape. Machine stitch down each side of the zip and the hook-and-loop tape, bottom layer only (pull the top layer back out of the way, then reposition once the bottom layer has been sewn in place).

5 Machine stitch strips of the double-fold binding around each edge of the vinyl square, folding the raw edges under at the corners.

6 Place the vinyl pocket so that it is centred on the back (left half) of the folded rectangle and stitch in place leaving one edge open.

7 With right sides together, machine stitch the front/back and inside rectangles together using a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) and leaving a 3in (7.5cm) turning gap. Clip the corners and trim the edges of the zip and hook-and-loop tape from the seam allowance. Turn right side out, press the seams, and topstitch around the edges.

8 Add a snap fastener to close, then slide the animal picture into the vinyl pocket on the front of the book.
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STACKING BLOCKS

Mollie Johanson

Especially designed for little hands, this sweetly embroidered set of six soft foam blocks will provide hours of safe play as your baby stacks them up then knocks them down, again and again and again.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 1 lime green, 1 aqua and 1 lavender

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): red, orange, yellow, lime green, aqua, lavender and black

	8 × 12in (20 × 30cm) upholstery foam, 4in (10cm) thick





1 Mark out twelve 41⁄2in (11.5cm) squares on each piece of fabric. Using the embroidery patterns (see Templates) transfer two picture designs in the centre of four of the squares on each fabric. Then draw freehand letters A, B, C and numbers 1, 2, 3 – one letter and one number on two squares on each fabric. Using three strands of embroidery thread throughout, embroider all the outlines with chain stitch and the faces with French knots and scallop stitch.

2 Cut out the marked squares to give you a total of 36 squares, 12 from each fabric. Separate the cut out squares into six sets of six squares. Each set should have a picture and a letter/number, plus four blank squares.

3 Sew the sets of squares into cube shapes with the embroidered squares on opposite sides. Use a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance and reverse stitch by 1⁄4in (6mm) at each end, leaving one seam open to turn through to the right side.

4 Use an electric knife to cut the upholstery foam into 4in (10cm) cubes. Squeeze each foam cube into an embroidered cover. Fold the seam allowance in on the final seam and hand sew closed with ladder stitch.


FELT APPLIQUÉ PLAYMAT

Stephanie Woodson

Hours of imaginative play are guaranteed with this roll-up playmat, decorated with simple felt appliqué to create a landscape of lakes, forests and meadows to be populated with your toddler’s favourite animals.

[image: ]


MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 green print and 1 fantasy print

	111⁄2 × 81⁄2in (29 × 21.5cm) fusible fleece

	Fusible web

	Selection of blue and green felt for appliqué

	2 strips of felt measuring 1⁄2 × 13in (1.3 × 33cm) for ties





1 From each fat quarter, cut a rectangle measuring 9 × 12in (23 × 30cm).

2 Following the manufacturer’s instructions, fuse the fusible fleece to the wrong side of the green print fabric rectangle.

3 Using the photograph as a guide, draw your landscape designs onto fusible web to fit in the corners of your playmat. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, press the fusible web onto your selection of felts and cut out your drawn shapes. Peel off the backing paper from the felt shapes and fix them in place, making sure to allow for a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance between the edge of the corner pieces and the raw edge of the fabric. Machine stitch to appliqué in place.

4 Sew the felt strips onto the very edge of the short end of the fantasy print fabric rectangle (right side facing up), so that they are centred with their length running towards the middle of the fabric.

5 Place the fabric pieces right sides together and machine stitch around the edge with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, leaving a 2in (5cm) turning gap. Clip the corners then turn right side out through the gap and press. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed.


TAGGIE BLANKET

Ayda Algin

This activity blanket is made from beautifully tactile fabric, and with features such as colourful circles that make a crinkly sound when touched and bright ribbon loops for little fingers to clutch on to, it’s sure to keep your baby’s interest.
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 thin white velvet for front and 1 polka dot cotton for backing

	10 pieces of assorted scrap fabrics measuring approximately 3in (7.5cm) square

	10 pieces of lightweight interfacing measuring approximately 3in (7.5cm) square

	Oven roasting bag

	31⁄8in (8cm) ribbon in assorted colours, 1in (2.5cm) wide, 9 or more lengths

	6in (15cm) ribbon, 1in (2.5cm) wide

	23⁄4in (7cm) diameter wooden ring





1 Make yourself a template by cutting out a 3⁄4in (2cm) diameter circle from thin card.

2 To make the crinkly circles, layer a piece of oven roasting bag onto one of your pieces of scrap fabric (right side up), and place a square of interfacing on top. Using your card template, draw a circle onto the top layer. Place a pin through the centre of the layers, then machine stitch all the way around the circle leaving no opening. Use pinking shears to trim off the excess.

3 Pull on the interfacing side of the sewn circle and carefully cut a slit in it. Carefully pull your fabric through the slit. Use a pencil to gently shape the seam to flatten out the circle, and press.

4 Repeat steps 2 and 3 to make a total of 10 crinkly circles.

5 Cut your fat quarters to size so that each measures 141⁄8in (36cm) square. Setting the polka dot backing fabric aside, randomly place the crinkly circles onto the right side of the white velvet and appliqué in place using hand or machine stitching.

6 With the circle appliqué fabric right side facing up, you now place the ribbon tags around the edges. Referring to the photograph, take a 31⁄8in (8cm) length of ribbon, fold it in half (wrong sides facing) and pin it on so that the fold is pointing towards the centre of the fabric and the raw edges of the ribbon and fabric are aligned. Continue to place the remaining eight short ribbon tags around the edges of the fabric.

7 Take the 6in (15cm) length of ribbon and thread the wooden ring onto it. Pin it in place at one of the corners with the raw edges of the ribbon aligning with the edge of the fabric and the wooden ring pointing inwards.

8 Machine stitch all the way around the fabric approximately 1⁄8in (3mm) from the edge to secure the ribbons in place, pulling the pins out as you go.

9 Place the backing fabric on top of the circle/ribbon fabric (right sides facing) and pin together securely. Machine stitch around the edges using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance and leaving a 4in (10cm) turning gap. Turn right sides out and press.

10 Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed. Topstitch all the way around the edge to finish.
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RING STACKER

Zoe Larkins

This classic baby toy has seven graduated soft fabric rings made from bright colourful plains and prints that stack onto a cone base. An easy project to make, this will provide hours of quiet fun for your baby.

[image: ]


MATERIALS


	4 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain turquoise, 1 plain pink, 1 floral print and 1 ditsy print

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Use the templates (see Templates) to cut out two base circles from the turquoise fabric, rings in pairs from the turquoise, floral and ditsy fabrics for the seven stacking rings (referring to the photograph), and the cone piece from the pink fabric.

2 Pin the turquoise base circles together with right sides facing and machine stitch around the edge leaving a 11⁄2in (4cm) turning gap. Turn to the right side and press.

3 Using the dashed lines on the base template as a guide, machine stitch the circle in the middle of the sewn together circles.

4 Start to poke toy stuffing through the gap to evenly fill the outer ring and when it is well stuffed, fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed. The base of the ring stacker is complete.

5 Now to make the cone that will fit into the base of the ring stacker. Take the pink triangular shaped piece of fabric, fold in half lengthways, and stitch down the straight edge. Turn to the right side, carefully fold under about 3⁄8in (1cm) along the raw edges of what is now a cone shape, and press in place.

6 Stuff the cone so that it is fairly solid and check that it fits neatly within the flat centre circle of the base. Use ladder stitch to securely fix the cone to the base.

7 Now to make the stacking rings. First, fold over the straight edges by 1⁄4in (6mm) to the wrong side of the fabric and press. Pin the prepared fabric rings together in pairs, right sides facing, and machine stitch around the outer and inner edges, leaving open at the straight edges for turning.

8 Turn the rings right sides out. Evenly fill with toy stuffing, then neatly join at the straight edges with ladder stitch, so that each resembles a ring doughnut. The finished rings should stack happily onto the cone base.
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BEDTIME BUDDIES

Ayda Algin

A dreaming kitten and a snoozing bear cub are made the perfect size for chubby little hands to hold at naptime. With their embroidered sleepy faces, your tired toddler will soon follow their lead.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of plain fabric for each buddy (for head and body)

	6in (15cm) square print fabric for each buddy (for ears and chest)

	4 × 2in (10 × 5cm) fusible web for each buddy

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): black and brown

	Narrow ribbon

	Toy stuffing





1 Using the templates (see Templates) make thin card templates for the head, body, chest patch (on body template) and ears of your chosen animal.

2 Use the card templates to mark two body pieces and two head pieces onto the plain fabric and cut out allowing for a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance around each piece. Transfer the embroidery design to the front head.

3 Trace around the chest patch onto the paper backing of the fusible web. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, press the fusible web to the wrong side of the print fabric square. Cut out the chest patch, then peel off the backing paper and press it to the right side of one of the body pieces, referring to the body template for positioning. Machine stitch the chest patch appliqué all around the edge.

4 Fold the remaining print fabric in half, right sides together, and draw around the ear template twice onto the folded fabric. Machine stitch on the marked line leaving the straight line at the bottom unstitched. Cut out with pinking shears allowing for a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance all round. Turn the ears to the right side and press.

5 Referring to the head template for positioning and with the front head fabric piece right side facing up, place the ears so that the raw edges are aligned and the ears are pointing towards the centre of the head. Machine stitch in place as close as you can to the raw edge.

6 Now embroider the facial details: use one strand of black thread and backstitch for the eyes and mouth, and two strands and satin stitch for the nose. Backstitch the cat’s whiskers with one strand of black thread and the bear’s muzzle with one strand of brown thread.

7 Transfer the dashed line from the card templates to the wrong side of each of the head pieces. Fold each head piece with right sides together so that the dashed lines align and machine stitch to create a dart. Press darts to one side in the same direction.

8 Place the head and body pieces in pairs with right sides together, aligning the lower edge of the head with the upper edge of the body and sew with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Trim the seam allowances with pinking shears and press the seams open. You now have a front and a back.

9 Put front and back together with right sides facing and pin securely. Sew all the way around the edge leaving a 11⁄2in (4cm) turning gap on one side.

10 Turn to the right side and press. Fill with toy stuffing, then fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed. Shape the toy with your hand.

11 To complete the toy, add a ribbon collar or bow where head meets body.


SNUGGLE SOFT PLAYMAT

Emily Levey

This adorable quilt playmat, featuring fun fabric prints and colourful ties, is ideal for baby’s play time. Use any backing of your choice: here we have chosen supersoft fleece for a soft and comfortable finish, perfect for snuggling beneath.
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MATERIALS


	6 fat quarters of fabric

	37 × 54in (94 × 138cm) backing of your choice

	Coordinating stranded embroidery cotton (floss)






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance is 1⁄4in (6mm), unless stated otherwise



1 Cut nine 6in (15cm) squares from each fat quarter.

2 Lay out the 54 squares in your desired arrangement of six columns by nine rows. With right sides facing, stitch the squares in each row together. Press the seam allowances on each row in opposite directions

3 Place the first two rows together with right sides facing. Align the seams, so they lock together with the seam allowances facing in opposite directions and sew, using a walking foot if you have one. Repeat until all rows are joined, then press the seam allowances.

4 With the right side facing up, place the backing smoothly out onto a large, solid surface, securing the corners in place with masking tape if needed. Place the completed quilt top down on the backing, right sides facing, ensuring there is an even overlap of backing fabric all the way around. Pin the layers together along all four edges.

5 Starting in the middle of one side, sew around with a 5⁄8in (1.5cm) seam allowance, stopping about 10in (25cm) short of the starting point to leave a turning gap. Reverse stitch at the start and end to secure the stitches.

6 Trim the bulk from the corners and excess backing and turn the quilt right side out. Push out the corners and gently press along the seams to ensure they sit on the very edges of the quilt. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and press, then pin together.

7 Topstitch around the quilt, 1⁄4in (6mm) from the edge, to close the opening.

8 Thread the needle with all six strands of the embroidery thread and insert it through both layers of the playmat, coming back up 1⁄4in (6mm) away. Leave a 2–3in (5–7.5cm) tail then repeat the stitch in the same location, this time pulling the thread taut. Cut the thread, leaving another 2–3in (5–7.5cm) tail, then tie the two tails together with a double knot. Trim the tails to your desired length: around 1in (2.5cm) is best.

9 Repeat Step 8 over the rest of the playmat using embroidery threads in different colours; this playmat is tied at the corner of every block.


TOP TIP

IF YOU ARE USING FLEECE BACKING, MAKE SURE THE IRON IS NOT TOO HOT WHEN PRESSING THE SEAMS AND TAKE CARE NOT TO STRETCH IT OUT OF SHAPE.
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PEEK-A-BOO HOUSE HANGING

Prudence Rogers

This home-sweet-home wall hanging is perfect for a nursery or child’s bedroom. Little ones will have great fun opening the flaps and exploring the textures and pictures. Add your own photo in the plastic pocket and change it regularly for a new surprise every time.
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MATERIALS


	7 fat quarters: 2 plain off-white fabric, 5 patterned print fabrics in different colours

	31⁄4in (8cm) square clear PVC plastic

	31⁄4in (8cm) diameter circle of plastic mirror sheet

	 5⁄8in (1.6cm) wide bias binding: 2yd (1.8m) length of turquoise, 30in (75cm) length of pale pink

	20in (50cm) medium weight wadding (batting)

	30in (75cm) backing fabric

	10in (25cm) featherlite iron-on adhesive

	3⁄4in (2cm) diameter plastic ring





1 Square up one of the plain fat quarters and cut an 18 × 211⁄4in (46 × 54.5cm) rectangle. Fold in half lengthways and measure 9in (23cm) down from the top on the raw edge. Cut diagonally through both layers of fabric from the fold on the top edge to this mark. Open out to create the house shape.

2 To make the flaps, cut a 5 × 101⁄4in (13 × 26cm) rectangle from one of the patterned fabrics and fold in half with right sides together to make a square. Machine sew around the three open edges using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, leaving a 2in (5cm) opening on the side opposite the fold. Clip the corners and turn right sides out. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and press flat. Topstitch around three sides, 1⁄4in (6mm) from the edge, leaving the side with the opening unstitched. Make another flap of the same size in a different patterned fabric then, using the same technique, make two more flaps by cutting two 101⁄4 × 101⁄2in (26 × 27cm) pieces.

3 Position the flaps onto the house, 11⁄8in (2.8cm) in from the sides with 3⁄4in (2cm) between them, so the gaps are even and the flaps are straight. Mark the corners of each flap with disappearing marker and remove.

4 Mark out a triangle 15in (38cm) wide by 71⁄2in (19cm) tall at the central apex, onto the paper backing of the iron-on adhesive. Roughly cut out and iron onto the wrong side of the remaining patterned fabric, following the manufacturer’s instructions. Neatly cut out the triangle and iron onto the roof area of the house, leaving an equal border around the edges. Machine sew around the edges a couple of times using matching thread.

5 Position the plastic mirror circle in the centre of the space marked for one of the square flaps. Draw around and remove. Take a 13in (33cm) length of bias binding and fold one end under by 1⁄4in (6mm) to hide the raw edge. Fold the end in half lengthways and, using the circle as a guide, sew to the house background. Sew close to the outside edge of the binding while folding and feeding around the circle as you go: the folded edge of the binding should be around the inner edge of the circle. Trim the binding at the end, leaving a 3⁄8in (1cm) overlap, then tuck the raw edge under and finish sewing down.

6 Remove any protective film from the plastic mirror, apply a small amount of glue to the back and tuck it under the binding, gradually easing it in all the way around.

7 Cut a 31⁄2in (9cm) square of clear plastic and a 17in (43cm) strip of bias binding. Fold the raw end of the binding under by 1⁄4in (6mm) and press. Starting with the folded end halfway along one of the edges of the plastic, pin around the edge, folding the binding in half lengthways and tucking the corners in as you go. Leave a 5⁄8in (1.5cm) overlap where the ends meet and turn under the raw edge. Tuck the two ends into one another and flatten to match the edges. Sew the binding around the plastic, close to the folded edge. Pin to the background fabric where the bottom right square flap will be placed and sew around three sides, leaving the top of the pocket open on the inner edge of the binding to allow you to place a photo (see Fig 1).
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8 Using the templates (see Templates) mark out two lovebirds (one reversed), two hearts, and two wings (one reversed) on the paper backing of the iron-on adhesive. Cut out roughly. Choose parts of the fabrics that complement the appliqué shapes, then iron and cut out neatly. Iron to adhere the appliqué to the background fabric in the space under one of the long flaps, copying the arrangement shown. Free-motion stitch around the edges of the designs to add details, such as the legs and beaks.

9 Repeat Step 8 with the flower template, stitching in the space left for the other large rectangular flap.

10 Pin all the flaps into position, unsewn edges at the top, and sew along the top edges, reverse stitching at each end.

11 Cut a piece of wadding (batting) and white backing fabric, both 5cm (2in) larger around than the house shape. Place the backing fabric wrong side up, sandwich the wadding in the centre and lay the house piece right side up on top. Insert small safety pins 4in (10cm) apart through all three layers.

12 Using matching thread, free-motion quilt the roof fabric in a tile pattern using rows of joined ‘U’ shapes (see Fig 2). Straight stitch up and down the backing fabric at the sides of the roof using white thread. Fill in the rest of the background using brick-effect free-motion quilting, forming the brick pattern with overlapping rectangles. Trim the backing and wadding to the same size as the front.
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13 Bind the edges of the finished hanging using the ready-made bias binding, stitching it first to the wrong side. Then bring the binding to the front, wrapping in the edges of the hanging and covering the stitching you just made and, from the right side, sew close to the binding edge all the way around, neatly mitring your corners. Finally, hand sew a plastic ring to the back for hanging.


TOP TIP

DON’T BE TOO PRECISE WITH THE SIZE AND SHAPES OF YOUR BRICKS: A RANDOM FORMATION HAS A CUTE EFFECT. AVOID CATCHING THE EDGES OF THE FLAPS IN YOUR STITCHING.
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TOPSY-TURVY CAT AND MOUSE

Zoe Larkins

This topsy-turvy doll is double-ended – turn it one way to reveal the cat, the other to discover the mouse. With feline and rodent trapped in a perpetual chasing game, toddlers will never tire of this fascinating toy.
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MATERIALS


	4 fat quarters of fabric: 1 ditsy floral print, 1 grey print, 1 plain black and 1 plain pink

	Scrap of white felt

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): green, white, black and pink

	Cream and turquoise ribbons

	Lace trim

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out two mouse heads and four paws from the grey print fabric; two cat heads, four paws and two cat tails from black fabric; two bodies and two mouse tails from pink fabric for the mouse; and two bodies for the cat from ditsy fabric. Cut a rectangle measuring 10 × 223⁄8in (25 × 56cm) from both the pink and ditsy fabrics for the skirt.

2 Machine stitch the pieces for the cat’s tail together (right sides facing), leaving the short edge open for turning, then fill with toy stuffing. The mouse’s tail is too skinny to turn and stuff, so just stitch the pieces together and trim the edges.

3 Cut out the cat face piece from white felt and hand stitch into place on one of the black head pieces using white embroidery thread and appliqué stitch. Using the photograph as your guide and four strands of embroidery thread throughout, embroider the cat’s facial details as follows: satin stitch and green thread for the eyes with two long straight stitches in black running through the middle; satin stitch and pink thread for the nose; backstitch and black thread for the mouth; and straight stitches and black thread for the whiskers.

4 Now embroider the mouse’s features onto one of the grey head pieces using four strands of embroidery thread throughout: with pink thread, work graduated satin stitch for the nose, backstitch for the mouth and radiating straight stitches for the ears; with black thread, work satin stitch for the eyes with straight stitches for the eye detailing and the whiskers.

5 Now it’s time to join the fabric pieces to make the tops of your topsy-turvy doll. First join the pieces to make the front of the mouse: with right sides facing, pin the embroidered mouse head to meet up with the neck of a mouse (pink) body, pinning grey paws to the wrists, and machine stitch into place. Repeat to make the back half of the mouse top and press.

6 Make the front and back of the cat as in Step 5, this time joining the cat head to the cat (ditsy) body, and the black paws to the wrists.

7 Take the cat front and the mouse front and join together at the waist with right sides facing; pin and machine stitch, then press the seam open. Repeat to join the cat back to the mouse back.

8 Your joined cat/mouse front and cat/mouse back should match up perfectly when placed together. Pin together with right sides facing and machine stitch with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam around the edge leaving a 2in (5cm) turning gap along the waist.

9 Turn right sides out through the gap and press. Tease out the toy stuffing, then poke it in little by little, concentrating on stuffing the arms first.

10 Once the stuffing is evenly distributed, neatly stitch up the opening at the waist. Tie a narrow cream ribbon around the neck of both the cat and the mouse and finish each with a bow, adding a little stitch to secure in place.

11 To make the skirt, place the pink and ditsy fabric rectangles together, right sides facing, and machine stitch along one long edge. Open out so that you have almost a square piece of fabric; now fold this in the opposite direction, again right sides facing, and stitch the long edge. You now have a fabric tube, half ditsy fabric at the top and half pink fabric at the bottom. Turn the top half of the fabric right side out bringing it down over the pink fabric (see Fig 1). You now have a smaller tube of fabric that has right side ditsy fabric on the outside of the tube and right side pink fabric on the inside of the tube.
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12 Press back the raw edges of the opening at the base of the double layer fabric tube all the way around, then sandwich the lace trim in between the ditsy and pink fabric layers to form the hem of the skirt (see Fig 2).
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13 Work a line of running stitch by hand around the top of the skirt for gathering, then slip the skirt over the cat/mouse doll positioning it at the waist join, and pull the gathering stitches tight to cinch in. Use ladder stitch to sew the skirt in place around the waist, working both from the mouse and the cat side of the doll. Tie a ribbon to create the ‘waistband’ of the skirt on both the mouse and the cat side of the doll, and secure the ribbon bows with a small stitch.

14 Hand stitch the black tail onto the back of the cat doll and the pink tail onto the back of the mouse doll using a nice secure ladder stitch. Your topsy-turvy cat-and-mouse doll is now complete.


TOP TIP

A CHOPSTICK IS A USEFUL TOOL FOR PUSHING THE TOY STUFFING INTO SMALL AREAS, BUT TAKE CARE NOT TO PUSH TOO HARD THROUGH THE STITCHING.



[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]


LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD

Emma Hardy

Who wouldn't want this cute doll with her floral dress, sweet Mary Jane shoes and charming red cape? Little Red Riding Hood is surprisingly easy to make, and is sure to delight little ones of all ages.
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MATERIALS


	4 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain skin-coloured, 1 plain red, 1 floral print and 1 red gingham

	16in (40cm) gingham ribbon, 3⁄8in (1cm) wide

	12 × 6in (30 × 15cm) black felt

	2 small buttons

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): black and pink

	Pink felt-tipped pen

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 3⁄8in (1cm) is included unless stated otherwise



1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out two heads, four arms and four legs from the skin-coloured fabric. Mark the position for the eyes and mouth on one of the head pieces.

2 Using the embroidery thread stitch a French knot in black for the eyes and a pink French knot for the mouth on the marked head piece.

3 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out a front and back hair piece from black felt. Pin back hair piece to the back head piece (without face) and machine stitch along the bottom edge. Pin front hair to front head and stitch along the inner edge of the hair.

4 Using the body template (see Templates) cut out two body pieces from the floral fabric. With right sides together pin and machine stitch the body pieces along the bottom edge of the head pieces and press the seam towards the head.

5 Take two of the arm pieces and pin and machine stitch them together leaving the straight edges unstitched. Make small snips in the seam allowance all round the hand, making sure that you do not cut into the stitches. Repeat this with the remaining two arm pieces and all the leg pieces.

6 Turn the arms and legs right way out pushing the ends out neatly with the blunt end of a pencil. Fill them with toy stuffing leaving about 5⁄8in (1.5cm) unstuffed at the top to make stitching them in place easier.

7 Lay the front of the doll on the work surface, right side facing up, and pin the arms to the sides of the body and the legs to the bottom, matching the raw ends of the limbs with the raw edges of the fabric. You will end up with a pile of limbs in the middle! Machine stitch in place using a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm).

8 Lay the back of the doll onto the front (right sides together); pin in place. Machine stitch leaving an opening of about 2in (5cm) along the side of the body. Make small snips in the seam allowance along curves and turn out.

9 Fill the doll with toy stuffing, pushing it down into the limbs and round the head to make a nice shape. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed.

10 Rub a small circle of ink from the pink felt- tipped pen onto the tip of your finger and rub it gently onto the doll’s face to make a rosy cheek. Repeat to make the other cheek.

11 Using the templates (see Templates), cut out two shoe fronts and two shoe backs from black felt and machine stitch together with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Trim seam allowance and stitch on buttons.

12 Cut out one cape and one hood from both the red and gingham fabrics. With right sides together, pin and stitch along the angled edge of the red hood piece then pin the bottom edge of the red hood to the top of the red cape, pulling the curved edge of the cape straight. Machine stitch in place. Repeat with the gingham pieces.

13 Snip along the seam allowances. Cut the ribbon in half and pin it to the top of the cape on both sides, matching raw edges, and machine stitch in place using a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm). Pin and stitch the two capes together with right sides facing and machine stitch all the way round leaving an opening of 11⁄2in (4cm) along the bottom edge. Snip the seam allowances and turn right side out. Press, then slip stitch the opening closed. Tie the cape onto the doll using the ribbon.


TOP TIP

USE A LONG, THIN TOOL SUCH AS A WOODEN SKEWER TO PUSH THE STUFFING INTO THE NARROW AREAS OF THE DOLL.




DANCING BALLERINA

Ebru Adiyaman

With her pretty gold ballet slippers, elegant tutu and hair gracefully tied in a bun atop her head, this dainty dancer is ready to take the centre stage. She’ll certainly demand the spotlight in any collection of softies.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 1 skin-coloured fabric and 2 different print fabrics

	23⁄4yd (2.5m) tulle, 51⁄2in (14cm) wide

	Small piece of shiny gold fabric or artificial leather

	101⁄2in (27cm) elastic, 1⁄4in (6mm) wide

	4 pieces of narrow ribbon, each 9in (23cm) long

	83⁄4yd (8m) thin knitting yarn

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): red, brown and black

	8in (20cm) of lace trim

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 3⁄8in (1cm) is included



1 Working on the wrong side of your fabric, use the templates (see Templates) to cut out one front body and one back body piece from one of your print fabrics and, from the second print fabric, cut one hair front and one hair back piece. Fold the skin-coloured fabric in half with right sides facing and cut two arms and two legs, then from the wrong side of a single layer of the fabric cut one face and one neck piece.

2 Place the hair front piece over the face piece, both right sides facing up, matching up at the asterisk marks on the templates. Cut strands of yarn approximately 231⁄2in (60cm) long for the hair. Place and pin the ends of the hair strands as shown on the face template (overlapping the edge of the hair front piece by about 3⁄8in (1cm), with the length of the hair draping across the face at this point). Stitch the hair front onto the face with machine zigzag stitch, fixing the hair ends in place.

3 Tack (baste) the lace trim to the neckline on the front body piece, gathering to fit as necessary. Place the neck piece (right side facing up) under the front body piece (also right side facing up), carefully aligning at the dot marks on the template, and machine stitch together over the lace.

4 Place the joined hair/face piece on top of the joined neck/body piece, right sides facing, and stitch together.

5 Place the hair back and back body pieces together (right sides facing), carefully aligning the lower edge of the hair back with the upper edge of the body, and sew together.

6 You now have a front and a back of your doll (minus limbs); place these together with right sides facing and pin all the way around the edge.

7 Sew the arm pieces together in pairs (right sides facing) leaving the straight edges unstitched. Turn through to the right side and fill with toy stuffing. Now place the arms as marked on the front body template so that they lie inside the front/back body pieces, raw edges aligning, and re-pin.

8 Use the slipper templates (see Templates) to mark two slipper fronts and two slipper backs onto the wrong side of the gold fabric and cut out. Sew the slipper fronts and backs into place at the bottom of the legs, right sides facing up, and sandwiching the ribbons in between the leg and slipper front fabrics.

9 Sew the leg pieces together in pairs (right sides facing), leaving the straight edges unstitched. Turn to the right side and fill with toy stuffing, then set aside.

10 Sew around the doll, leaving an opening at the base and side as marked on the front body template. To avoid bulky seams, make small snips in the seam allowance all the way around the curved edges of the bun on the hair front and on the curved edges of the lower face.

11 Turn the doll right side out. Fold in the seam allowances at the base of the body. Place the top of the legs approximately 3⁄4in (2cm) inside the body fabric and sew in place.

12 Fill the body with toy stuffing from the side opening until it is nice and even, then slip stitch the opening closed.

13 Embroider the facial details using red embroidery thread and backstitch for the mouth, satin stitch and brown embroidery thread for the eyes, and long straight stitches for the eyelashes with black embroidery thread. Style the hair as you wish, adding a ribbon to keep it tied in place. Wrap the slipper ribbons around the legs and tie into bows.

14 To make the tutu, fold the tulle from the width making sure that the top is shorter than the lower part (this will increase the volume of the tutu once it is completed). Sew 3⁄8in (1cm) from the fold for the elastic casing. Attach a safety pin to one end of the elastic and thread it through the casing. Stitch the ends of the elastic together. Pop the tutu onto the ballerina making sure that the shorter ruffle is on top.


TOP TIP

IF YOUR GOLD FABRIC HAS A TENDENCY TO FRAY, USE MACHINE ZIGZAG STITCH TO ATTACH THE SLIPPER PIECES TO THE LEG PIECES.




TOP TIP

YOU CAN USE A GOOD QUALITY, PINK-COLOURED PENCIL TO CREATE ROSY CHEEKS ON THE DANCING BALLERINA DOLL.
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MR GINGERBREAD MAN

Mollie Johanson

Bring this fairy tale character to life using just one fat quarter of gingerbread brown fabric and a little icing sugar embroidery worked with white thread. With his bright blue buttons and pink bow tie, Mr Gingerbread looks very dashing.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of gingerbread brown fabric

	2 pieces of pink print fabric measuring 3 × 7in (7.5 × 18cm) and 3 × 2in (7.5 × 5cm)

	White stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	2 aqua buttons, 7⁄8in (2cm) in diameter

	Plastic pellets

	Toy stuffing





1 Use the template (see Templates) to cut out two gingerbread man shapes from the brown fabric adding a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) all around.

2 Trace the face and frosting details onto one of the pieces and embroider with six strands of white embroidery thread, using satin stitch for the eyes and backstitch for everything else.

3 To make the bow tie, sew each piece of pink fabric into a tube along the long edges and turn right side out. Fold the ends of the longer tube to overlap about 1in (2.5cm) in the middle. Wrap the smaller tube around the folded longer piece to make the centre of the bow tie; fold under at one end and hand stitch to secure. Securely stitch the bow tie onto the doll front and sew the buttons in place on the chest.

4 Pin front and back pieces together with right sides facing. Sew around the edge with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, leaving a turning gap between the arm and foot on one side. Clip curves and turn right side out.

5 Start by filling the head of the doll with toy stuffing and as you start to fill the body, alternate toy stuffing with plastic pellets to give a bit of weight. Once the gingerbread man is nicely stuffed, sew the opening closed with ladder stitch.


MISS KITTY DOLL

Mollie Johanson

Miss Kitty loves to look her best at all times and today she is dressed in a matching skirt and collar. Tiny fingers will have fun learning how to tie the ribbon bows that hold Miss Kitty’s clothes in place.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 1 yellow, 1 aqua and 1 coral

	Coral stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Scraps of felt

	1 pair of 1⁄2in (12mm) black safety eyes

	1yd (1m) narrow pink ribbon

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Cut two 51⁄2 × 61⁄2in (14 × 16.5cm) rectangles of yellow fabric and two 41⁄2 × 61⁄2in (11.5 × 16.5cm) rectangles of aqua fabric. Sew the short side of an aqua rectangle so that it is centred on the long side of a yellow rectangle, then repeat to give you two pieces of joined yellow/aqua fabric.

2 Using the templates (see Templates) cut two head/body pieces from the joined yellow/aqua fabric. From the remaining yellow fabric, cut two ears, four arms (two reversed), and four legs (two reversed). From the coral fabric, cut two ears, two skirt pieces and two collar pieces.

3 Transfer the nose/mouth embroidery design to the front head/body piece. Using all six strands of the embroidery thread, embroider the nose with satin stitch and the line between the nose and the mouth and the mouth itself with backstitch.

4 Cut two 3⁄4in (2cm) diameter felt circles and snip a small slit in the centre of each, then cut a small slit on the eye marking on the front head/body piece. Working from the right side of the fabric, push a safety eye through the eye slit, then push a felt circle over the eye post on the reverse of the fabric, followed by the eye backing piece. Repeat to fix the second safety eye in place.

5 Pair a yellow ear with a coral ear (right sides facing) and sew together. Clip the curves and turn right sides out. Repeat to make a second ear.

6 Pair up the arm and leg pieces and sew together with right sides facing. Turn the limbs right sides out, then lightly stuff.

7 Tack (baste) the ears, arms and legs to the right side of the back of the head/body piece. Fold the arms and legs in, then pin the front head/body piece in place. Sew around the head/body piece leaving a turning gap.

8 Clip the curves and turn Miss Kitty right side out. Fill the head/body with toy stuffing, then stitch the opening closed with ladder stitch.

9 Sew the skirt pieces together with right sides facing, leaving a gap for turning. Trim the corners and turn to the right side out. Cut an 18in (46cm) length of ribbon and sew it to the waistline of the skirt as you topstitch 1⁄8in (3mm) from the edge.

10 Cut two 8in (20cm) lengths of ribbon and tack (baste) to the ends of one collar piece, just under the corner. Sew the collar pieces together with right sides facing, leaving a gap for turning. Turn the collar right side out, then topstitch 1⁄8in (3mm) from the edge.

11 Tie the skirt on with a bow at the back and the collar with a bow at the front.


SOLDIER ON PARADE

Zoe Larkins

Standing proudly to attention, this soldier couldn’t look smarter with his uniform of navy blue trousers and ceremonial red polka dot jacket trimmed with a shiny gold braid. His outfit is topped off with a traditional tall hat called a bearskin.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain black, 1 plain navy and 1 red polka dot

	5 × 6in (13 × 15cm) plain pink fabric

	1yd (1m) gold braid

	Scraps of black and pink felt

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): black and pink

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out one back of head/hat and one front of hat from black fabric, two legs from navy fabric, two bodies from red polka dot fabric, and one face and four hands (two reversed) from pink fabric.

2 Starting with the front of the soldier, pin together the black hat front and pink face (right sides facing) and machine stitch. Then pin and stitch the neck to the red polka dot body, the body to the navy legs, and a set of the pink hands to the ends of the sleeves. Repeat to make the back of the soldier, but this time the back of the head/hat meets the neck of the body.

3 Embroider the eyes and nose using two strands of black embroidery thread, using a straight stitch for the eyebrows and nose and satin stitch for the eyes.

4 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out the hat brim and moustache from black felt. Cut two small circles from pink felt for cheeks. Appliqué stitch the felt pieces onto the face.

5 To complete the soldier’s front, stitch gold braid to form a cross over his body, and from one side of his head to the other to make the chin strap of his hat, and where the hands meet the sleeves for his cuffs.

6 Pin together the front and back of the soldier, right sides facing, and sew around the edges, leaving a 2in (5cm) turning gap at the waist. Turn the soldier to the right side and press.

7 Tease out the toy stuffing, then poke it in little by little, filling the limbs first. Once the stuffing is evenly distributed, neatly slip stitch the opening at the waist closed.


TOP TIP

A KNITTING NEEDLE IS A USEFUL TOOL FOR TURNING AND STUFFING THE SOLDIER’S SKINNY ARMS AND LEGS, BUT TAKE CARE NOT TO PUSH TOO HARD THROUGH THE STITCHING.
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BITS AND BLOX ROBOT

Amie Plumley

Build an adorable robot using blocks of fabric cut from a variety of print and plain fat quarter fabrics. To make our robot, three fat quarters were used, but this is a great project, too, for using up scraps from other fat quarter makes.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters in different print/plain fabrics

	5in (13cm) medium ric-rac

	2 buttons

	Toy stuffing





1 Cut six 21⁄2in (6.5cm) square blocks from each fat quarter to give you a total of 18 blocks.

2 Arrange the blocks to make a robot shape, making sure that no two blocks of the same fabric are touching sides (see Fig 1). You should have one block leftover which you can put into your leftovers bag.
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3 Begin to sew the blocks together using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. First, sew the blocks in each row together, then sew the rows together keeping the shape of the robot as you work. Press the seams to one side.

4 To make the robot face, start by machine stitching the ric-rac ‘mouth’ along the centre of the second row of blocks. For the eyes, hand sew the buttons in place on the first row of blocks.

5 Using the remainder of one of the fat quarters as backing fabric, lay the pieced robot on top so that right sides are facing, and pin the pieced robot in place. If necessary, you can trim off the excess backing fabric, but don’t cut out the shape of the robot just yet.

6 Sew around the outer edge of the robot shape using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance and leaving a 3in (7.5cm) turning gap along one side of the head.

7 Now cut out the robot shape. Trim off the corners and snip into the right angles, then turn the robot right side out and carefully use a chopstick to ease out the shape.

8 Fill the robot with toy stuffing concentrating first on the single blocks that are the arms, legs and antenna, before filling the body. Fold in the seam allowance along the opening and ladder stitch closed.


TOP TIP

A ROTARY CUTTER, QUILTER’S RULE AND CUTTING MAT ARE USEFUL TOOLS FOR CUTTING PERFECTLY SIZED PATCHWORK PIECES BOTH ACCURATELY AND QUICKLY.




HUNKY MONKEY

Ebru Adiyaman

Your cheeky little one will love our hunky little monkey. Made from durable cotton fabric, he has chunky arms and legs that demand to be grabbed and he’s always ready for a fun outing, especially if it includes climbing trees!
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain brown and 1 print

	43⁄4 × 31⁄8in (12 × 8cm) thin white felt

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 3⁄8in (1cm) is included



1 Fold the print fabric in half, right sides facing, and pin. Use the templates (see Templates) to mark one body, one left arm and one right arm. Cut out. You now have two each of these body parts.

2 Fold the plain brown fabric in half, right sides facing, and pin. Use the templates (see Templates) to mark one left foot, one right foot, one left hand, one right hand, two ears and two heads (one reversed). Cut out. You now have two feet, two hands, four ears and four head pieces (each being a quarter of the head).

3 Use the face template to cut two faces (one reversed) from the white felt, then pin the felt pieces to a left-hand and right-hand head quarter (see head template for positioning). Machine appliqué close to the outside edge of the felt pieces.

4 Sew the face quarter-head pieces together with right sides facing. Repeat to sew back of head quarter-head pieces together.

5 With right sides facing, sew the front head to the front body and the back head to the back body. Now stitch the left foot to the left leg and the right foot to the right leg on each of the body pieces, with right sides facing.

6 Stitch the left hand to the left arm and the right hand to the right arm (right sides facing), taking care to match up pieces correctly. Pair up the arm pieces and sew together with right sides facing, leaving the straight edges unstitched. Turn through to the right side and fill with toy stuffing.

7 Stitch the ears together in pairs (right sides facing) and turn through to the right side. Make a small fold to form the ear shape and tack (baste) to hold.

8 Pin the front and back head/body pieces together with right sides facing, placing the ears and arms in between so that raw edges are aligned. Stitch around the body leaving an opening to one side (see body template). Make small snips in the seam allowance on the curve of the crotch. Carefully turn the right way out and fill with toy stuffing. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed.

9 Embroider the facial details using backstitch for the mouth, satin stitch for the eyes and French knots for the nose.
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MONTY BEAR

Emma Hardy

This sweet bear is so simple to make and only requires one fat quarter of fabric, plus a few scraps for his tummy and scarf. Using felt for the bear's snout makes this adorable character even more cuddly for little ones!
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of plain brown fabric

	41⁄2 × 31⁄2in (11 × 9cm) brown polka dot fabric

	10in (26cm) square blue polka dot fabric

	41⁄2 × 31⁄2in (11 × 9cm) fusible web

	23⁄4in (7cm) square light brown felt

	Scrap of black felt

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 3⁄8in (1cm) is included



1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out two head/body pieces and four arms from the brown fabric.

2 Trace around the tummy (see head/body template) onto the paper backing of the fusible web. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, press the fusible web to the wrong side of the brown polka dot fabric. Cut out the tummy shape, then peel off the backing paper and press it in place on the right side of one of the bear pieces. Machine stitch all around the edge of the tummy appliqué.

3 Sew two French knots on the bear’s face as indicated on the head/body template.

4 Pair up the arm pieces and sew together with right sides facing, leaving the straight edges unstitched. Make small snips around the seam allowance and turn the right way out. Stuff the arms leaving about 5⁄8in (1.5cm) unstuffed at the top.

5 Lay the front of the bear right side facing up on the work surface. Position the arms matching up raw edges so arms lie towards centre of body. Pin in place and machine stitch with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance.

6 Place the back of the bear onto the front with right sides together and pin in place. Machine stitch all the way round leaving an opening of about 11⁄2in (4cm) along one side. Cut snips in the seam allowance making sure not to cut into the stitching.

7 Turn the bear the right way out and push out the legs and ears with the blunt end of a pencil. Fill with toy stuffing, pushing it into the ears and legs. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed.

8 Using the snout template (see Templates), cut out a snout from light brown felt. Overlap the edges as indicated and slip stitch to hold in place. Cut a small circle of black felt for the nose and stitch it onto the snout with black embroidery thread, then sew a small mouth with a few backstitches. Appliqué stitch the snout onto the centre of the bear’s face.

9 Now make the scarf. Fold the edges of the blue polka dot fabric to the wrong side by 3⁄8in (1cm) and then by another 3⁄8in (1cm). Pin and machine stitch. Fold in half diagonally (wrong sides facing), press and tie round the bear’s neck.


TOP TIP

INSTEAD OF SEWING THE SCARF, YOU COULD SIMPLY TIE A FABRIC HANDKERCHIEF AROUND THE BEAR’S NECK.




BUZZY BEE

Ayda Algin

Measuring approximately 16in (40cm) from toes to antennae, Buzzy is the perfect size for hugging. He’s got a very friendly face, a super stripy body and sweet little felt wings to take him on his garden adventures.
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 black and 1 yellow

	6 × 4in (15 × 10cm) black felt

	85⁄8 × 8in (22 × 20cm) cream felt

	6 × 4in (15 × 10cm) fusible web

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): black and cream

	Black ribbon

	Toy stuffing





1 Using the templates provided (see Templates) make card templates for all of the pieces from thin card.

2 Use the full head template to mark out two heads onto the yellow fabric adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance all around. Now trace the forehead and the eyes from the head template onto the paper side of the fusible web. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, iron the fusible web onto the black felt. Cut out on the traced lines. Peel off the backing paper and press to the right side of the face, referring to the template for positioning, then machine stitch all around the edges.

3 Embroider the eyelashes and the mouth with backstitch using two strands of black embroidery thread.

4 Use the antenna template to cut out four pieces from black fabric adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance all around, then pair up with right sides facing. Machine stitch around the edge of each antenna leaving one short edge open, and turn through to the right side. Tie a knot at the top of each antenna.

5 Fold the black fabric right sides together and pin to hold in place. Use the arm and leg templates to mark out the limbs onto the folded fabric but do not cut out. Machine stitch around the marked outlines, leaving turning gaps. Cut out with pinking shears to a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Turn right side out and press, then stuff to within 1⁄2in (1.3cm) of the opening.

6 Now to make the body. Start by cutting 13⁄8 × 7in (3.5 × 18cm) strips: eight from black (B) and six from yellow (Y) fabric. Sew the strips together to make the fabric for the front and back body pieces in the following order: B + Y + B + Y + B + Y + B. You now have two pieces of striped fabric; press the seams flat. Use the body template to cut two body pieces from the striped fabric pieces adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance.

7 Place the head front and one body piece together (right sides facing), aligning the lower edge of the head with the upper edge of the body, and sew with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Repeat with head back and remaining body piece for back of bee.

8 Place the front of the bee right side up and pin the arms, legs and antennae in place using the head and body templates as your guide. You are aligning the raw edges so the limbs and antennae lie towards the centre of the head and body. Machine stitch into position by sewing as closely as you can to the raw edge, removing pins as you go.

9 Place the bee back on top of the bee front, right sides facing, and pin together securely. Machine stitch around the edge leaving a 11⁄2in (4cm) turning gap between the legs. Carefully turn right side out and press. Fill with toy stuffing and slip stitch the opening closed.

10 Cut the wings from cream felt and pin to the back of the bee; stitch securely in place with cream embroidery thread. Wrap black ribbon around the neck and tie in a bow.


MISS MATILDA GOSLING

Helen Dickson

Miss Matilda Gosling stands firm and true at 9in (23cm) tall, thanks to some simple wiring in her bright yellow legs. Made from a combination of white felt and a fresh floral print cotton, this little bird makes a perfect spring gift.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of floral print fabric

	12in (30cm) square white felt

	4in (10cm) square yellow felt

	7in (18cm) galvanised garden wire sufficiently flexible to bend

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): white, yellow and variegated

	2 small black beads

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

All pattern pieces include seam allowance. All pieces are joined wrong sides together using crossed whip stitch worked with two strands of thread close to the edge



1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out two bodies from white felt, and four legs and one beak (on fold) from yellow felt. The gusset and wings are cut from white felt and floral print fabric that has been joined together: spray the remaining white felt piece with temporary fabric adhesive, place a same-sized piece of floral print fabric right-side up on top and pat down firmly; cut out one gusset and two wings (one reversed) from the joined white felt/floral print fabric. Transfer markings for gusset position and wire leg insertion onto the cut-out body and gusset pieces using a temporary fabric marker pen.

2 To make Matilda’s legs, start by pairing up the yellow felt leg pieces and stitch them together. Take your wire and fold over 3⁄4in (2cm) to make a loop at each end for the feet. Now bend the wire in half allowing for a 11⁄2in (4cm) gap in between, then push the wire inside the sewn leg pieces (see Fig 1). Catching the sides of each leg, stitch them together at the back: this has the effect of narrowing the leg. Set aside.

[image: ]

3 Now start to join the body pieces together: first sew from the top of the beak opening (A) to the tip of the tail (B), then stitch together from the bottom of the beak opening (C) to the point marked ‘X’; lightly stuff the head.

4 Now join the gusset to the body, stitching along each side from the point marked ‘X’ to the tail, inserting the legs where marked, making sure that the top 1⁄8in (3mm) of the leg felt is contained within the seam (be sure to make your stitches through both felt and fabric layers of the joined-together fabric at the gusset). Insert toy stuffing into the body as you go so that the wire arch at the top is held firmly in place otherwise the legs will wobble. Bend the legs and feet into shape.

5 Fold the beak in half and stitch around the edge leaving the straight side edge unstitched. Fill with toy stuffing. With the seam at the bottom, ladder stitch the beak to the head inserting more stuffing as you go.

6 Cross stitch around the edges of the wings, then stitch into place on each side of the body using the photograph as a guide to positioning.

7 Mark the position of the eyes with glass-headed pins, taking your time to make sure that they are absolutely level. When you are happy, securely stitch beads in place of the pins using a doubled black thread. Then, using two strands of variegated embroidery thread, randomly work straight stitches around Matilda’s neck.


HUNGRY LITTLE PIGGY

Ayda Algin

It appears that this little piggy has been to market and is more than ready for his supper. He’ll happily keep your child company at breakfast, lunch and dinnertime, and his bandana doubles as a useful napkin to keep his clothes clean!
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MATERIALS


	4 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain pink, 1 plain green, 1 floral print and 1 white

	Scraps of pink felt

	4in (10cm) square fusible web

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	1 pair of 1⁄4in (5mm) black safety eyes

	Small piece of hook-and-loop tape

	Toy stuffing





1 Use the templates (see Templates) to cut out two heads and four outer ears from the pink fabric adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance around the pattern pieces.

2 Trace the nose and inner ears onto the paper side of the fusible web. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, iron the fusible web onto the pink felt. Cut out on the traced lines. Peel off the backing paper and press the nose to the right side of the face and the inner ears to the right side of the front outer ears, referring to the templates for positioning, then machine stitch all around the edges.

3 Embroider the nose holes using long straight stitches and three strands of black embroidery thread. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, fix the safety eyes in place.

4 Place ear pieces in pairs with right sides facing and sew together with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, leaving the bottom edge open. Trim seam allowance with pinking shears, turn right side out and press.

5 Cut out two pairs of hands from pink fabric and two pairs of arms from the floral print fabric adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance around the pattern pieces. Sew a hand to each arm (right sides facing) and press seams open. Pin the joined arm/hand pieces together in pairs (right sides facing), matching seams. Machine stitch each pair together leaving the straight edge at the top of the arm unstitched. Turn through to the right side and fill with toy stuffing, leaving 1⁄2in (1.3cm) unstuffed.

6 Cut out two body pieces from the floral print fabric and two legs from the green fabric, adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance around the pattern pieces. Place a body and a legs piece together (right sides facing with raw edges aligned) and sew together with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Repeat to join the remaining body and legs to make the back of the pig but this time leave a 11⁄2in (4cm) opening in the middle of the stitched line.

7 Place the front right side up and pin the ears in place; you are aligning the raw edges so the ears lie towards the centre of the head. Sew as close as you can to the raw edge.

8 With the front of the pig right side up, now pin the arms in place, raw edges aligning, and sew as close as you can to the raw edge.

9 Place the pig back on top of the pig front, right sides facing, and pin together securely. Machine stitch all the way around, turn through to the right side and press. Fill with toy stuffing through the gap, then slip stitch the opening closed.

10 To make the bandana, cut a piece of white fabric 12 × 10in (30 × 25cm) and fold in half, right sides facing. Draw around the bandana template (see Templates) onto the folded fabric, then machine stitch on the marked line, leaving 11⁄8in (3cm) unstitched for turning. Cut out around the edge of the stitched line, turn through to the right side, fold in the edges at the opening, and press. Topstitch close to the edge all around and sew small pieces of hook-and-loop tape for fastening at each end.


SIDNEY DOG

Helen Dickson

With his cute button nose and shiny inquisitive eyes, Sidney is the sweetest little canine measuring approximately 8in (20cm) tall. He surveys the world around him with a sturdy stance, ensured by some simple wiring in his legs.
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of floral print fabric

	13⁄4in (4.5cm) square gingham fabric

	16in (40cm) square white felt

	1 pair of small black safety eyes

	Button, 3⁄4in (2cm) in diameter

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): light blue and black

	2 pieces of galvanised garden wire, each 18in (46cm) long

	Fabric adhesive tape

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

All pattern pieces include seam allowance. All pieces are joined wrong sides together using crossed whip stitch worked with two strands of light blue embroidery thread close to the edge



1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out one upper gusset (on fold), two bodies and two ears from floral print fabric, and two ears, two lower gussets and four paw pads from white felt.

2 Join a lower gusset piece to each body piece (as marked with a blue dotted line on the body template), sewing from B to C around the legs leaving a 11⁄2–2in (4–5cm) gap at the front of each leg above the paw for stuffing around the wire inserts in Step 7. Stitch a paw pad at the bottom of each leg.

3 Join the lower gusset pieces along the centre seam leaving a 3in (7.5cm) gap for stuffing on what will become the underbelly of the dog.

4 Now stitch the upper gusset in place, working first along one side from A to D, then join along the other side from point A but stop when you reach the back of the neck as you need to add the safety eyes before completing the stitching of the second side.

5 Stuff the head lightly and mark the position of the eyes with glass-headed pins. Remove the pins and the stuffing. Insert a safety eye at each marked spot and securely attach carefully following the manufacturer’s instructions. Once the eyes have been successfully inserted, complete the stitching of the second side of the upper gusset to point D.

6 Now to make the wire leg inserts, starting with the forelegs. Take one piece of wire and bend it in half so that the ‘legs’ are 2in (5cm) apart. Form 2in (5cm) at each end into a loop shape to make each ‘paw’ and bind all rough edges with the adhesive tape (see Fig 1). Make the hind legs in the same way using the second piece of wire, but this time bend the legs to follow the shape of the pattern.
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7 Starting with the forelegs and working one leg at a time, place a small amount of stuffing in the bottom of each leg then insert the wire. Holding it carefully in place stuff all around it, inserting small pieces of stuffing through the gap you left in the front of the leg above the paw. Make sure the leg wire is well covered, then stitch the opening above the paw closed. Push more stuffing down into the leg so that it is stuffed very firmly. Repeat for the remaining foreleg, making sure each foreleg is evenly stuffed. Insert and stuff the hind legs in the same way.

8 Now continue to stuff the rest of the toy very firmly, paying particular attention to the head and the tail area, then stitch the opening in the dog’s underbelly closed.

9 Pair up the ear pieces, wrong sides facing, and stitch all the way around the edges, then attach an ear to each side of the head referring to the photograph for positioning.

10 Using two strands of light blue embroidery thread, attach the button nose to the snout, working a line of backstitch in black embroidery thread from the button to the base of the snout and a scattering of tiny straight stitches to represent whiskers on either side of the button. Stitch claws onto Sidney’s paws with long straight stitches, burying the end of your thread inside the toy.

11 Appliqué stitch the gingham fabric square in place on Sidney’s back using two strands of light blue embroidery thread.

12 Bend Sidney’s legs into the correct position so that he can stand firmly.


TOP TIP

MAKE SURE THAT THE WIRE YOU CHOOSE IS NOT TOO THICK AS YOU NEED TO BE ABLE TO BEND IT FAIRLY EASILY.




TOP TIP

IF YOUR FABRIC IS LOOSELY WOVEN, MACHINE ZIGZAG AROUND THE EDGES OF EACH CUT PIECE WITH MATCHING THREAD TO PREVENT FRAYING. THIS WILL BE HARDLY NOTICEABLE WHEN PIECES ARE JOINED WITH CROSSED WHIP STITCH.
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ELEPHANT DUO

Denise Mutton

Nellie and Nora are out on their afternoon walk and who couldn’t resist following them. Join the parade and let’s see where the journey leads us to. Our duo is beautifully coordinated, don’t you think?
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of coordinating fabric

	Iron-on interlining

	1 pair of small black safety eyes

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Use the templates (see Templates) to cut out two bodies (one reversed), two head/trunk pieces (one reversed) and two legs (one reversed) from one fat quarter, and four ears (two reversed) and one tail from the other fat quarter. Cut two ears from interlining (one reversed). (Fold your fabrics in half before marking and cutting out to ensure pieces are reversed as necessary.)

2 Turn a narrow hem on the long edges of the tail, fold wrong sides facing to bring the hemmed edges together and sew closed. Knot one end.

3 Place a pair of fabric ear pieces together, right sides facing, and sandwich an interlining piece in between. Sew around the curved edges only and make small snips in the seam allowance. Turn right side out and press. Repeat to make a second ear.

4 Pin an ear to the right side of each body piece, aligning raw edges, and sew in place.

5 With right sides facing, tack (baste) the legs to the body and sew. Now sew the leg sections together along the straight edge (the underside of the elephant).

6 Following the manufacturer’s instructions attach the safety eyes to the head/trunk pieces, then sew each head/trunk piece to the body (right sides facing), taking care to keep the legs out of the way.

7 Pin the tail in place facing inwards, and sew the sides together stitching only up to where the legs are sewn, leaving a turning gap; turn right side out. Snip into curved seams, then fill firmly with toy stuffing and ladder stitch the opening closed.


ROSIE RABBIT

Lauren Wright

Rosie Rabbit is a sweet little bunny doll with floppy ears and a simple gathered skirt. She’s sure to become a loyal friend to your little one, for who couldn’t resist whispering their secrets into her lovely long ears.
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MATERIALS


	4 fat quarters of fabric: 1 pink gingham, 1 plain cream, 1 small floral print and 1 large floral print

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): light brown, pale pink and pale peach

	Scraps of pale pink and pale peach felt

	Fusible web

	9in (23cm) elastic, 3⁄8in (1cm) wide

	18in (46cm) ribbon, 3⁄8in (1cm) wide

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Cut an 8in (20cm) square of cream fabric. Trace the head (see Templates) and the eye and mouth embroidery details marked on the head onto the cream fabric using an erasable marker. Place the fabric in a 6in (15cm) embroidery hoop and backstitch the eyes using three strands of light brown embroidery thread and the mouth with pale pink thread. Remove the fabric from the embroidery hoop and press.

2 Now to add the face appliqué. Trace two cheek circles and one heart-shaped nose (see head template) onto the paper side of the fusible web. Roughly cut out each shape and fix to the felt following the manufacturer’s instructions. Cut out each shape on the traced lines and peel off the backing paper. Position each piece (using the head template as a guide) and press in place. Place in an embroidery hoop and embroider with a running stitch using two strands of coordinating embroidery floss to secure each shape in place.

3 Remove the fabric from the hoop and cut out the completed head on the marked line. Now cut the rest of your fabric pieces for the rabbit doll using the templates (see Templates) as follows: from cream fabric cut one head and two arms; from pink gingham fabric cut four ears and four legs; from the small floral fabric cut two bodies.

4 To make the arms, place two arm shapes together (right sides facing) and machine stitch leaving the straight edge open. Trim the seam allowance with pinking shears and clip notches into the curves. Turn right sides out and press.

5 Fill the arms firmly with toy stuffing to within about 1⁄2in (1.3cm) from the opening. Stitch the arm closed with a scant 1⁄8in (3mm) seam. Repeat to make a second arm. Make two legs from the leg pieces in the same way.

6 Pair up the ear pieces with right sides facing and sew together. Trim seam allowances with pinking shears and turn right sides out.

7 Place the straight edge of the embroidered head on the short straight edge of a small floral body piece (right sides facing) and machine stitch together. Press the seam towards the floral fabric. This forms the rabbit’s front. Repeat with the remaining head and body pieces to make the rabbit’s back.

8 Take the left ear and fold the straight edge over to the right-hand side by 1⁄4 in (6mm) and tack (baste) in place. Repeat the process to create a left-hand fold on the straight edge of the right-hand ear and tack (baste) in place.

9 Place the rabbit’s front down on a flat surface. Using the template as a guide, mark the small lines at the top of the head with an erasable marker. Place the left ear on the head so that the tacked (basted) fold is positioned on the right-hand edge of the left line (and the raw edges of the ear are aligned with the edge of the rabbit’s head). Tack (baste) in place with a scant 1⁄8in (3mm) seam allowance. Repeat to tack (baste) the rabbit’s right ear in place (with the fold on the left of the ear and positioned to the left-hand edge of the right line). The ears will overlap each other over the face, but there should be a 3⁄4in (2cm) space between them at the top of the rabbit’s head.

10 Pin one arm in place on the left-hand side of the rabbit’s body 1⁄4in (6mm) below the seam line, so that the raw edges of arm and body are aligned along the straight edge (the longer side of the arm should be at the top). Tack (baste) in place with a 1⁄8in (3mm) seam. Repeat to position and tack (baste) the right arm in place.

11 Place the rabbit’s back over the front with right sides facing, carefully aligning the seams between the head and body, and pin in place. You will need to tuck the ears and arms away from the sides so they are not caught in the seams. Sew around the rabbit starting at point A all the way to point B (see body template), leaving a turning gap. Trim the seam allowance with pinking shears and clip notches into the curves. Turn right sides out, press, then fill firmly with toy stuffing.

12 Fold in the seam allowances at the opening and position the legs within the gap so that the curved feet are pointing inwards. Pin each leg in place so that the leg rests against the side seam and there’s a small gap between the legs. Slip stitch the opening closed securing the legs in place.

13 To make the skirt, cut a 20 × 6in (50 × 15cm) rectangle from the large floral print fabric. Machine zigzag stitch along the top long edge. With right sides facing, place the short fabric edges together and machine zigzag stitch to create a tube. Fold up the raw edge of the base of the tube by 1⁄2in (1.3cm) on the wrong side for the hem. Press, then fold and press again, and stitch the hem in place along the edge of the top fold. Fold the top edge of the skirt over by 3⁄4in (2cm) and press. Stitch close to the edge to create a casing for the elastic leaving a 11⁄2in (4cm) gap in the seam for threading the elastic through. Attach a safety pin to one end of the elastic and thread it through the casing. Stitch the ends of the elastic together, then stretch the elastic so it pops back into the casing and hand stitch the opening closed.

14 Turn the finished skirt to the right side and slip it onto Rosie. Tie the ribbon in a bow around her neck and trim the ends.


TOP TIP

USE A CHOPSTICK OR SIMILAR TURNING TOOL TO HELP YOU TURN THE LIMBS OF THE RABBIT TO THE RIGHT SIDE.
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WISE OLD OWL

Stephanie Woodson

This smart owl knows how important it is to get a good night’s sleep, especially if she is going to be top of the tree when it comes to solving challenging sums and dealing with tricky spellings.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of coordinating fabrics

	Felt: blue and scraps of yellow and white

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Fusible web

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄8in (3mm) is included



1 Use the templates (see Templates) to cut out four wings (two reversed) from one of your fat quarter fabrics and two bodies from another. Following the manufacturer’s instructions use fusible web to cut two feet (one reversed) from the remaining fat quarter.

2 Sew each pair of wings right sides together with a 1⁄8in (3mm) seam allowance leaving the straight edge open. Clip curves and turn right side out, stuffing lightly and tacking (basting) the opening closed.

3 Cut one beak from yellow felt, one face from blue felt and the two eyes from white felt. Embroider the eyelash line onto the eyes using three strands of black embroidery thread and backstitch.

4 Remove the paper backing from the feet, position onto the front body and machine appliqué with straight stitch 1⁄4in (6mm) from the edge. Referring to the template and the photograph, machine appliqué the felt face details onto the front body piece also.

5 Tack (baste) the wings at each side of the front body piece aligning raw edges (wings point inwards).

6 Place the front and back body pieces together (right sides facing) and sew around the edge with a 1⁄8in (3mm) seam allowance leaving a 2in (5cm) turning gap. Clip the curves and turn right side out; press all seams.

7 Fill with stuffing, fold in the seam allowance at the opening and ladder stitch closed.


FREDDIE FISH

Ayda Algin

This delightfully squishy soft toy is large enough to double up as a comfy pillow for story time. Freddie’s fish scales are made using a hand-pieced clamshell pattern – how very fitting!
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain salmon pink and 1 plain green

	Scraps of plain blue and plain grey fabric

	Fabric glue and thin card for piecing

	Brown stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Toy stuffing






PIECING NOTES

Row 1 6 clamshells

Row 2 5 clamshells

Row 3 6 clamshells

Row 4 5 clamshells

Row 5 6 clamshells

Row 6 5 clamshells

Row 7 4 clamshells centred on Row 6

Row 8 3 clamshells centred on Row 7

Row 9 2 clamshells centred on Row 8



1 Using the templates provided (see Templates) trace 84 clamshell foundation pieces, one clamshell fabric pattern and one fish onto thin card and cut out.

2 Use the clamshell fabric pattern to mark and cut out 84 clamshell fabric pieces from your blue and grey fabric scraps and from the salmon pink and green fat quarters.

3 Take a clamshell foundation piece and centre it onto the wrong side of a clamshell fabric piece. Apply a little fabric glue on the long curve of the foundation piece, then fold the fabric towards it, finger-pressing the curved edge (see Fig 1). (Do not fold the bottom curved edges over.) Prepare all 84 clamshell pieces in this way: 42 will be used for one side of the fish and 42 for the other.
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4 To join two prepared clamshells, place them right sides together aligning the edges. Work a couple of whip stitches on top of each other to join them together at one side just beneath the long curve of the foundation piece (see Fig 2), and repeat to join together six prepared clamshells for the first row.
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5 Cut a piece of salmon pink fabric 9 × 8in (23 × 20cm). This will become the fish’s head and is the backing fabric on which you will fix your first row of six joined clamshells along one long edge. First you need to carefully remove the foundation pieces from the clamshell row and put small dots of fabric glue on the wrong side of the curved edges (see Fig 3), before placing the clamshell row. Use small, neat hand appliqué stitches to sew the curved edges of the clamshell row to the backing fabric (see Fig 4).
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6 Prepare the second row of five clamshells in the same way and, after applying the fabric glue to the back of the curved edges of the joined row, place the second row of clamshells onto Row 1. Align the long, curved edges of Row 2 with the joining points of the clamshells on Row 1, so that you have a staggered effect (see Fig 5). Join Row 1 to Row 2 with appliqué stitch.
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7 Repeat to complete nine rows of staggered clamshells following the piecing notes. Then make a second piece of clamshell pieced fabric.

8 Cut two 81⁄2 × 41⁄2in (22 × 11.5cm) pieces from the plain green fabric (for the fish tail). Join each tail fabric to the bottom edge of each of the clamshell body/head pieces (right sides facing) and machine stitch together to give you a front and a back piece of fabric.

9 Place the front and back fabric pieces together with right sides facing and use a couple of pins to hold in place. Using the fish template (see Templates), mark out the fish shape onto one side of the pinned fabric, making sure to align the tail with the green fabric seam (see Fig 6). Machine stitch around the marked fish outline leaving a 11⁄2in (4cm) turning gap along the bottom edge, and cut out 1⁄4in (6mm) from the stitch line.
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10 Turn the fish to the right side and press, then fill with toy stuffing. Turn in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed. Sew Freddie’s eyes with a long backstitch, working the eyelashes with long straight stitches, using three strands of the brown embroidery thread.


TOP TIP

CHOOSE A THIN, FLEXIBLE CARD FOR THE PAPER FOUNDATION FOR THE CLAMSHELL PIECING.
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CURIOUS CAT DOORSTOP

Lisa Fordham

This charming doorstop is simple to sew from just two fat quarters using the templates provided. The addition of a filled beanbag inside the body of this curious character makes the doorstop fully functional – perfect for your child’s bedroom.
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric

	2 small black buttons

	Scraps of fabric

	Scraps of black yarn

	2lb 4oz (1kg) of dried beans

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄8in (3mm) is included



1 Using the templates provided (see Templates) cut one bottom panel, two body pieces (on fold), two head pieces, four ears, four paws and two tails from your fabric.

2 With right sides facing, machine stitch two ear pieces together, leaving the straight edge unstitched. Turn through to the right side, lightly fill with toy stuffing, fold in straight edges by 1⁄8in (3mm) and slip stitch closed. Repeat for the other ear, the tail and the two paws.

3 With right sides facing, pin the head pieces together allowing for 23⁄4in (7cm) openings for the ears at each side at the top of the head and a 21⁄4in (5.5cm) turning gap at the base of the neck. Machine stitch the head pieces together and turn right sides out. Place the stuffed ears into each ear opening and ladder stitch to both front and back. Lightly fill head with toy stuffing, being careful not to overfill, then slip stitch the opening in the neck closed.

4 With right sides facing, stitch the bottom panel to the base of each body piece. Machine stitch around the body, leaving a gap for stuffing along one side (this needs to be big enough to insert the beanbag into).

5 To make the beanbag, cut two pieces of scrap fabric 51⁄2 × 11⁄2in (14 × 4cm) and machine stitch together leaving a small gap to fill with beans, then machine stitch closed.

6 Fill the body with toy stuffing, inserting the beanbag last, then add just a small amount of stuffing to finish. Fold in the small seam on the bottom panel and slip stitch in place.

7 Stitch claws onto paws with black yarn, then ladder stitch paws and tail in position.

8 Attach two black button eyes to front of head and use black yarn to work straight stitches close together for the nose with long stitches radiating out for whiskers. Finally, ladder stitch the head to the front of the body.


FOX PILLOW

Ayda Algin

This smart foxy fellow is ready for a cuddle as your child gets ready for a bedtime story or two. With those big ears of his, he’s always ready to listen to a good tale, if you have the time to spare!
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 orange and 1 brown gingham

	10 × 6in (25 × 15cm) cream felt

	Scraps of felt: black, beige and brown

	10 × 6in (25 × 15cm) fusible web

	6in (15cm) square lightweight interfacing

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): brown and black

	Toy stuffing





1 Using the template (see Templates) make thin card templates for all the pieces: full body (marked by green line), upper body and lower body (divided by pink line), face (indicated by black line), arm, eye, nose and bow tie.

2 Using the relevant card template and adding a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) all around, cut one body (for the back of the fox), one upper body and two arms from orange fabric; one lower body from brown gingham (for the front of the fox); and two arms from the lightweight interfacing.

3 Place the orange upper body and brown gingham lower body pieces together (right sides facing) and machine stitch along the straight edge. Press the seam towards the lower body piece, then topstitch just below the seam on the lower body piece.

4 Place an orange fabric arm piece and an interfacing arm piece together (right sides facing) and stitch around the edge leaving the straight edge open. Trim the seam allowance with pinking shears. Repeat to make the second arm. Turn the arms right sides out and press.

5 Appliqué the arms to the front body by hand with slip stitch (see template for positioning) and use long appliqué stitch and brown embroidery thread for the claws.

6 Trace the face onto the paper side of the fusible web, then iron it onto the cream felt following the manufacturer’s instructions and cut out on the traced lines. Repeat to cut the nose and the eyes from black felt. Peel off the backing paper and press the cream face piece in place on the front of the fox, aligning the straight edge with the lower body; then add the eyes and nose, referring to the template for positioning and machine stitch all around the edges of each piece. Embroider the mouth with backstitch and black embroidery thread.

7 Put the fox front together with the fox back (plain orange piece) with right sides facing and pin together securely. Sew all the way around leaving a 11⁄2in (4cm) turning gap on one side. Turn the fox right sides out and press. Fill with toy stuffing, then fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed.

8 Using the bow tie template (see Templates), cut two bows from brown felt. Place a small amount of toy stuffing in between and slip stitch by hand all around the edge. Cut a narrow strip of beige felt 1in (2.5cm) long and loop around the bow tie (alternatively, you could use a piece of ribbon); sew the bow tie in place by hand.


BETTY BIRD

Ayda Algin

Such a pretty bird, Betty’s body is made from a patchwork fabric of pieced triangles that give the illusion of feathers. She can easily be put together with leftovers from your other fat quarter makes if you prefer a scrappy look.
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain blue and 1 yellow print

	4 × 63⁄4in (10 × 17cm) yellow felt

	Narrow yellow ribbon for the bow

	1 pair of small black safety eyes

	Toy stuffing






PIECING NOTES

Two sets of Rows 1–4 are needed for front and back body fabric

A = printed fabric; B = blue fabric

Row 1 A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B

Row 2 B + A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B

Row 3 A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B + A

Row 4 A + B + A + B + A + B + A + B + A



1 Using the templates (see Templates) make card templates for all pieces from thin card.

2 Use the triangle template to cut 44 triangles from yellow fabric and 42 from blue fabric. These triangles will be stitched together to make the patchwork fabric from which you will cut the bird’s front and back body pieces.

3 When joining the triangles, it is important to use a consistent 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Take your first two triangles, one blue and one yellow, and place together with right sides facing, matching all edges, then machine stitch along one edge (see Fig 1). Gently press open using an up and down motion rather than from side to side. Continue to join triangles to the row in the same way, one at a time following the piecing notes. You should have 1⁄4in (6mm) of fabric past each point along your row of triangles (see Fig 2) to ensure you will have enough room for your seam allowance when joining rows, so do check this each time you press your pieced triangles open.
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4 Continue to join triangles as in Step 3 so that you have two sets of Rows 1–4. Join the rows of triangles to make the front and back body fabric. When joining Row 3 to Row 4, make sure Row 4 is centred and that the triangles alternate with the ones on Row 3.

5 Use the head and body templates to cut two heads from plain blue fabric and two bodies from the patchwork fabric adding a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm). From yellow felt cut two bird beaks as outlined on the head template again adding seam allowance and four 3⁄8 × 51⁄2in (1 × 14cm) strips for the legs.

6 Join the head and body pieces in pairs, with right sides together, aligning the lower edge of the head with the upper edge of the body and stitch with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, fix the safety eyes in place (see head template for position).

7 Place the bird back on top of the bird front, right sides facing, sandwiching leg strips in pairs in between at the bottom edge so that the leg strips lie towards the centre of the body, and pin together securely. Sew around the edge leaving a 11⁄2in (4cm) gap on one side. Turn right side out and press. Fill with toy stuffing, fold in the seam allowances at the opening and slip stitch closed.

8 Sew the yellow felt beak pieces together leaving the straight edge open and insert onto Betty’s head, securing it in place with invisible slip stitches. Tie the ribbon in a bow around her neck to finish.


DITSY TEDDY BEAR

Prudence Rogers

This little floral bear is so sweet on her own, but she wouldn’t be seen without her miniature dress. It only takes two fat quarters, but you can have fun using up fabric scraps to make her a whole wardrobe!
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: main teddy and dress

	28in (71cm) ribbon, 1⁄4in (6mm) wide

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using the template (see Templates), cut out two teddy shapes from the main fabric.

2 Place the teddy shapes right sides facing and sew around, using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance and leaving a 2in (5cm) turning gap down the outer side of one leg.

3 Cut into the corners and clip all the curves on the seam allowance. Turn to right sides through the opening and press.

4 Sew 1⁄4in (6mm) from the edge around each ear through both thicknesses of fabric (see Fig 1).
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5 Stuff the teddy with toy stuffing through the opening in the leg. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed.

6 Using two strands of the embroidery thread, embroider the eyes and mouth using backstitch, work straight stitches for the eyelashes and satin stitch for the nose.

7 Cut two dress shapes (see Templates) from the second fat quarter. With right sides facing up and working on each dress piece in turn, fold over each armhole by 1⁄4in (6mm) around the curve and press (don’t worry if the seam allowance becomes smaller as the turn tightens), and machine stitch in place (see Fig 2). Fold the top neckline down by 1⁄4in (6mm), then by a further 3⁄8in (1cm) to conceal the raw edge, then press and pin. Sew close to the bottom folded edge to make a casing for the ribbon.
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8 With right sides facing, pin the front and back dress pieces together. Sew down each straight side using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Finish the seam with zigzag stitch and fold to one side (see Fig 3).

[image: ]

9 Fold and iron a 3⁄8in (1cm) hem around the bottom of the dress and sew 1⁄4in (6mm) from the folded edge.

10 Thread a 14in (35.5cm) length of ribbon through each casing, using a small safety pin at one end. Centre the ribbon and sew a small vertical row of stitching in the middle of the casing. Heat-seal the ends of the ribbon to prevent them from fraying. Place the teddy in the dress, pull up the ribbons to gather the top and tie in a bow at each side.


TOP TIP

THE HEM IS A LITTLE TRICKY TO SEW DUE TO THE SIZE OF THE DRESS. IT HELPS TO TURN THE DRESS TO RIGHT SIDES, WHILE STILL SEWING THE HEM FROM THE WRONG SIDE.




URSULA UNICORN

Ebru Adiyaman

Ursula stands out in a crowded room full of softies with her starburst fabric body, gold twisted horn and sparkly mane. Her sweet little tutu reveals her ambition to become a prima ballerina. Shy and retiring she most certainly is not.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of print fabric

	9 × 61⁄4in (23 × 16cm) plain pink fabric

	41⁄4 × 43⁄4in (11 × 12cm) gold coloured fabric

	21⁄8yd (2m) tulle, 51⁄2in (14cm) wide

	101⁄2in (27cm) elastic

	27yd (25m) thin knitting yarn for mane

	Gold metallic thread

	Brown stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 3⁄8in (1cm) is included unless otherwise stated



1 Fold the fat quarter of fabric into half with right sides facing and pin. Use the templates (see Templates) to mark and cut out one body, two arms, two legs and two ears.

2 Pair up the arm and leg pieces (right sides facing) and sew together leaving the straight edges unstitched. Turn to the right side and fill with toy stuffing, pinning the openings closed for now.

3 From a single layer of plain pink fabric mark and cut out two ears and two noses. Pair up a print fabric ear with a plain ear and sew together with right sides facing leaving the straight edge unstitched. Turn the ears to the right side, fold each almost in half and press.

4 Mark and cut out the horn from the gold fabric and fold in half along the dashed line (see horn template) with right sides facing. Stitch along the long side with a 1⁄8in (3mm) seam allowance. Turn to the right side and fill with toy stuffing, then stitch the bottom edge closed.

5 Place a nose piece onto a body piece with right sides facing and, matching up at the asterisk marks (see nose and body templates), sew together. Repeat to sew the other nose and body pieces together.

6 Pin the front and back body pieces together with right sides facing. Place the horn, ears and arms as marked on the body template, with raw edges aligning, so they lie towards the centre of the head and body, then re-pin (note, the ears are placed to overlap each other).

7 To make the mane, wrap the yarn around a piece of card measuring about 31⁄8 × 61⁄4in (8 × 16cm). Carefully remove the yarn and slip it between the body pieces between the ears and arm leaving approximately 5⁄8in (1.5cm) protruding.

8 Sew around the body of the unicorn, leaving an opening at the base and side as marked on the body templates. Make small snips around the curve at the top of the head, taking care not to cut the yarn, and at the curve of the chin. Turn the body right side out. Fold in the seam allowance at the base of the body, place the legs approximately 3⁄4in (2cm) inside the body and sew in place. Fill the body with toy stuffing from the side opening so that it is nice and even, then ladder stitch the opening closed.

9 Embroider the eyes with brown embroidery thread and satin stitch. Thread a needle with gold thread and work a couple of stitches to secure it under the horn, then wrap it around the horn pulling it tightly in as you do so and working a couple of stitches at the top of the horn to hold the twist. Use scissors to trim the mane so that it is all the same length.

10 To make the tutu, fold the tulle from the width making sure that the top is shorter than the lower part (this will increase the volume of the tutu once it is completed). Sew 3⁄8in (1cm) from the fold for the elastic casing. Attach a safety pin to one end of the elastic and thread it through the casing. Stitch the ends of the elastic together. Slip the tutu onto the unicorn making sure that the shorter ruffle is on top.
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DOLL’S MERMAID TAIL

Emily Levey

Transform a treasured doll into a mermaid with her very own fabric tail and matching bikini top! This tail has an elasticated waistband to ensure a good fit, but you could also enlarge or reduce the pattern to adjust the size for your doll.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 2 for body/tail and 1 for lining

	1 fat quarter of wadding (batting)

	10in (25cm) elastic, 1⁄2in (12mm) wide

	Approximately 30in (77cm) of narrow ribbon





1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut two bodies from one fabric (on fold) and two tails from the other fabric (on fold) adding a seam alllowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) all around.

2 Join one body piece to a tail piece with right sides facing and press seam open. Repeat with the two remaining pieces.

3 Lay the joined body/tail piece onto the wadding (batting) with the right side of the fabric facing up and cut the wadding approximately 1in (2.5cm) larger all the way around. Repeat for the other body/tail piece. Tack (baste) the fabric to the wadding.

4 Quilt the joined body/tail pieces to the wadding as desired, leaving the top 1in (2.5cm) un-quilted for the elastic channel. Remove tacking (basting) stitches and trim the excess wadding away.

5 Use the quilted body/tail pieces as a template to cut two pieces of lining from the remaining fat quarter.

6 Place a lining piece together with a quilted piece right sides facing and join along the top edge only. Repeat to join the remaining lining and quilted piece but this time leave a 1in (2.5cm) gap in the middle of the seam for inserting the elastic through in Step 11.

7 Press the seam allowance towards the lining then place the two halves right sides facing together, with the two lining pieces facing together and the two quilted pieces together. Sew all around the outside edge leaving a 3–4in (7.5–10cm) turning gap; make sure to backstitch at the start and end to secure your stitches.

8 Turn the right way out, pushing out all the corners and curves then press the seams well. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and slip stitch closed.

9 Tuck the lining down inside the tail and ensure that the top seam is sitting right on the edge and that the raw edges of the gap left for inserting the elastic are tucked inside and are in line with the rest of the seam. Press.

10 Topstitch all the way around the top of the tail 5⁄8in (1.5cm) from the edge.

11 Cut a piece of elastic 10in (25cm) long and, with a safety pin attached to the end, feed it around the channel just made. Pull the two ends of the elastic clear of the opening, overlap the ends by 1in (2.5cm) and machine zigzag stitch together to secure. Let the elastic pop back into the channel and close the opening in the top seam by hand to finish.

12 For the bikini, cut the following: two small shell shapes (approx 11⁄2in square) from fabric, two 2in (5cm) squares from felt in a co-ordinating colour, one 11⁄2in (4cm) piece of narrow ribbon for centre of bikini, and four 7in (18cm) pieces of narrow ribbon for sides and top ties of bikini.

13 Sew the fabric shells to the felt, securing the ribbon in the appropriate place in between the fabric and the felt. Stitch lines to show the decorative fan details of the shell. Once stitched in place, trim away the excess felt, taking care to hold the ribbons out of the way so as not to cut through them.


TOP TIP

IF THE ELASTIC HAS STRETCHED A LIGHT STEAM WITH AN IRON WILL HELP IT SHRINK BACK INTO SHAPE.




DINKY DINOSAUR

Ebru Adiyaman

Made from one fat quarter this dinosaur is set to become a nursery favourite. She may have spiky scales running all the way down her spine, but take one look at her smile and you know there’s no reason to be scared of her.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of polka dot fabric

	121⁄2 × 61⁄4in (32 × 16cm) small polka dot fabric in contrasting colour

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 3⁄8in (1cm) is included



1 Fold the fat quarter into half right sides facing and pin. Use the templates (see Templates) to mark and cut out one body and one lower body, then mark and cut out one upper head from the wrong side of a single layer of the fabric.

2 Fold the contrasting piece of fabric in half and mark and cut out three large triangles (triangle 1), three small triangles (triangle 2) and three spots as marked on body part C. Using machine zigzag stitch sew the spots onto the right side of each body piece (see template for position). Sew the triangles together in pairs (right sides facing) leaving the bottom edge open. Turn the spikes to the right side and finger press.

3 Sew the lower body pieces together between 1 and 2, and then between 3 and 4 (see template).

4 Pin the joined lower body and body pieces together (right sides facing) making sure to match up points B, then sew together.

5 Make small snips in the seam allowance all the way around the upper head (this will make the sewing easier) then sew the upper head to each side of the body (right sides facing) making sure to match up points A.

6 Place the spikes between the two sides of the body as marked on the body template and pin in place (i.e. triangle 1 for large spikes, triangle 2 for small spikes); raw edges are aligned and the spikes point inwards. Complete the sewing together of the body pieces, securing the spikes in place as you do so. Make small snips in the seam allowance at each spike position and all curved areas. Turn the dinosaur to the right side and fill with toy stuffing through the opening in the lower body, then ladder stitch to close.

7 Embroider the eyes with satin stitch and backstitch the mouth using three strands of embroidery thread.


FIVE-EYED ALIEN

Zoe Larkins

Newly arrived from outer space, this cute little alien is so excited to be with your little earthling that he is star jumping for joy with an enormous grin on his face. This softie is sure to become a bedtime favourite.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of green small polka dot fabric

	Scraps of felt: pink, white and black

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): white, black and pink

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out two alien bodies from green small polka dot fabric; five eyes, one tummy and seven teeth from white felt; one outer mouth from pink felt; and one inner mouth and five small black circles (pupils) from black felt.

2 Following the photograph as a guide, pin the felt pieces in place on the front of the alien body and neatly appliqué stitch in place using two strands of the embroidery threads.

3 Place the front and back of the alien body together (right sides facing) and pin around the edges. Machine stitch leaving a 2in (5cm) turning gap at the bottom. Cut triangular notches in the seam allowance in all curved edges taking care not to cut into the stitches. Turn your alien through to the right side and carefully use a chopstick or knitting needle to poke out the antennae eyes and the limbs.

4 As the fabric tends to get quite creased at the turning out stage, you’ll need to give your alien a good press with an iron before stuffing.

5 Tease out the toy stuffing, then poke it in little by little, concentrating on stuffing the eyes and limbs first, using a chopstick or knitting needle to help you to do this.

6 Once the stuffing is evenly distributed, fold in the seam allowance at the opening and pin, then neatly slip stitch closed.


PATCHWORK PINEAPPLE

Prudence Rogers

This quirky cushion is made from just four fat quarters of fabric and embellished with embroidery and beads – have fun adding your own embellishments and trying out different embroidery stitches to make your pineapple one of a kind.

[image: ]


MATERIALS


	4 fat quarters of fabric: 1 green print and 3 different yellow prints

	Gold seed beads

	Stranded embroidery cotton (floss): bright yellow and dark yellow

	Lightweight iron-on interfacing

	Toy stuffing





1 Take the three yellow fabrics and referring to Fig 1, use one design for all pieces numbered 1, another for those numbered 2, and the third for those marked 3. For pieces F, G, J, K, N and O, cut out 31⁄4in (8.3cm) squares adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Use the templates for the patchwork pieces (see Templates) reversing as necessary to cut out the remaining pieces in the relevant fabrics, again adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance.

2 Once all the yellow pieces are cut, arrange them in order following Fig 1. Using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, with right sides facing, sew piece A to piece E and continue to add I, M and Q until you have a vertical strip. Do the same for each column until you have four strips. Turn over and press the seams for each strip to one side, alternating sides for each column (see Fig 2).
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3 Now sew the fabric strips together in the correct order, with right sides facing and using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Press the seams to one side on the reverse.

4 Repeat Steps 1–3 to make the back of the cushion.

5 Fold the green fat quarter in half horizontally and use the pineapple top template (see Templates) to cut two pineapple tops on the fold of the fabric adding a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance.

6 With right sides facing pin a top to each pineapple base, aligning the straight edges. Sew together using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Open out and press the seams to one side on the reverse.

7 Using the front and back pieces as a guide, trace and then cut two pieces of interfacing to match. Lay the interfacing to cover the wrong side of each piece and iron into place following the manufacturer’s instructions.

8 The front of the pineapple can now be embellished before sewing up the pillow. Use the seed beads and a fine needle to sew rows of beads to selected squares. Tie a knot at one end of the thread and push the needle through to the front of the fabric from the back where you’d like your bead to be. Pick up a seed bead on the end of the needle and slip it down over the thread and up to the fabric. Insert the needle close to the bead and pull through to the back of the fabric, securing the bead in place. Bring the needle back up to the front of the fabric and pass through the bead again and back down. Work several stitches in this way to secure the bead.

9 Using the lighter yellow embroidery thread embroider split stitches in diagonal rows in one direction and then in the other direction to form a diamond pattern on a couple of squares.

10 Using the darker yellow embroidery thread embroider rows of detached fly stitch, spacing the stitches evenly and offsetting each row on a couple of squares.

11 Place the front and the back of the cushion right sides facing and pin. Using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, sew all the way around the outside of the cushion, being sure to leave around 4in (10cm) at the base of the pineapple for turning. Make sure to reverse stitch at the start and finish to secure the opening.

12 Clip each point of the pineapple top in the seam allowance, and snip into each internal corner almost up to the stitch line. Clip notches into seam allowances where the oval shape of the pineapple curves (see Fig 3).
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13 Turn the cushion to the right side through the opening and use a chopstick (or similar) to push out all the corners of the pineapple top, so they are nice and sharp. Carefully fill the top of the pineapple with the toy stuffing using a blunt stick or knitting needle to push it into the corners. You can choose how hard or soft you’d like the cushion to be – more stuffing for an ultrafirm feel, or less for a squidgy cushion.

14 To finish, fold in the seam allowance on the opening and stitch closed by hand using an invisible slip stitch.


TOP TIP

YOU CAN SPACE YOUR STITCHES BY EYE, OR YOU MAY PREFER TO USE A DISAPPEARING PEN TO DRAW LINES ONTO THE SQUARE FIRST TO FOLLOW WITH YOUR STITCHES.
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SWEET STRAWBERRY

Mollie Johanson

Strawberries remind us of those long, hot, happy days of summer and this juicy fruit, with her bright shiny eyes and sweet little smile, will make you feel cheerful even on the dullest winter’s day.
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 pink print and 1 aqua print

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	Scraps of felt

	1 pair of 1⁄2in (12mm) black safety eyes

	Aqua perle cotton size 5

	Toy stuffing





1 Cut out a semicircle with a diameter of 20in (50cm) from pink fabric. Using the templates (see Templates) cut out two strawberry tops (one reversed) and two stalks (one reversed) from aqua fabric.

2 Noting that the curved edge is the top of the strawberry, mark the position of the eyes, about 23⁄4in (7cm) apart, onto the pink fabric semicircle. Embroider the mouth between the eye markings with six strands of black embroidery thread and backstitch.

3 Cut two 3⁄4in (2cm) diameter felt circles and snip a small slit in the centre of each, then cut a small slit on one of the eye markings. Working from the right side of the fabric, push a safety eye through the eye slit, then push a felt circle over the eye post on the reverse of the fabric, followed by the eye backing piece. Repeat to fix the second safety eye in place.

4 Fold the strawberry in half with right sides together and sew along the straight edge with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Turn right side out. Fold the top edge under by 3⁄8in (1cm) and stitch a loose running stitch around the folded edge. Pull the thread to gather the top slightly, fill with stuffing, then pull the gathering threads tight and secure.

5 Sew the strawberry tops together (right sides facing) all the way around the edge, then pull the centre layers apart a little and make a small slit in one layer only and turn right side out through the slit.

6 Sew the stalk pieces together leaving the bottom edge open and turn to the right side. Fold the open edges in, then hand sew the stalk to the centre of the strawberry top on the side without the slit. Place the strawberry top stalk-side-up on the strawberry and hand sew in place with a circle of running stitches worked with aqua perle cotton thread.


EVERLASTING APPLES

Emma Hardy

These colourful apples make quirky decorations for a desk or shelf, and the kids will enjoy playing with them too! They work well with classic polka dot and floral patterns, but why not experiment with more unusual prints too?
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 polka dot and 1 floral print

	2 pieces of 10in (25cm) square medium weight iron-on interfacing for each apple

	3 × 2in (8 × 5cm) brown felt for each apple

	31⁄2in (9cm) square green felt for each apple

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using an iron and a damp cloth, fuse the interfacing onto the wrong side of both of the fat quarters.

2 Using the apple segment template (see Templates) cut out a paper template and use it to cut out three segments from each interfaced fabric making six segments in total. Mark the dots on the wrong side of all six pieces with a pencil.

3 Take a floral piece and a polka dot piece and pin them together with right sides facing along one edge. Machine stitch starting and finishing at the dots.

4 Lay the joined segments on the work surface and fold the (unstitched) edge of the top segment over itself. Pin another piece (in a different fabric) along the other edge of the bottom piece and stitch in the same way so that you have three segments joined together.

5 Repeat Steps 3 and 4 with the three remaining pieces. You now have the two halves of your apple. Make small snips along each seam allowance making sure that you do not cut into the stitching.

6 Using the leaf template (see Templates) cut out two leaves from green felt. Pin the leaves together and machine stitch the marking on them freehand using the template as a guide – don’t worry about it being too neat.

7 Cut a piece of brown felt 11⁄8 × 21⁄4in (3 × 5.5cm). Fold one long edge to the centre, fold again, and machine stitch along the edge to hold in place. This is the stalk.

8 Pin the leaf and stalk onto one of the apple halves positioning them so that they are upside down at the top of the apple with the ends sticking out slightly further than the fabric. Machine stitch just less than 3⁄16in(5mm) from the edge.

9 Pin and machine stitch the two apple halves together with right sides facing, leaving an opening of about 11⁄2in (4cm). Make small snips in the seam allowance as before and turn the right way out. Stuff until firm, then slip stitch the opening closed.


PERFECT PEARS

Emma Hardy

These pretty pears look good enough to eat! With a simple construction, requiring only one fat quarter of fabric per pear, they only take minutes to make. The cute felt leaves and stalks add the perfect finishing touch.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of fabric for each pear

	8 × 16in (20 × 40cm) medium weight iron-on interfacing for each pear

	3 × 2in (8 × 5cm) brown felt for each pear

	31⁄2in (9cm) square green felt for each pear

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using an iron and a damp cloth, fuse the interfacing onto the wrong side of the fat quarter.

2 Using the pear segment template (see Templates) cut out a paper template and use it to cut out four segments from the interfaced fabric. Mark the dots on the wrong side of all four pieces with a pencil.

3 With right sides together, pin and machine stitch two of the pieces together along one edge starting and finishing at the dots. Repeat this with the remaining two pieces. Make small snips in the seam allowance making sure that you do not cut into the stitching.

4 Using the leaf template (see Templates) cut out two leaves from green felt. Pin the leaves together and machine stitch the marking on them freehand using the template as a guide – don’t worry about it being too neat.

5 Cut a piece of brown felt 11⁄8 × 21⁄4in (3 × 5.5cm). Fold one long edge to the centre, fold again, and machine stitch along the edge to hold in place. This is the stalk.

6 Pin the leaf and stalk onto one of the pear halves positioning them so that they are upside down at the top of the pear with the ends sticking out slightly further than the fabric. Machine stitch just less than 3⁄16in(5mm) from the edge.

7 Pin and machine stitch the two pear halves together with right sides facing, leaving an opening of about 11⁄2in (4cm). Make small snips in the seam allowance as before and turn the right way out. Stuff until firm, then slip stitch the opening closed.


CATCH THE FISH

Sarah Ashford

Children will love this game and it will put their hand-eye coordination to the test as they try to hook the little stuffed fish from the ‘pond’ playmat. Whoever catches the most is the winner, of course. Play one at a time or all at once. You choose.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 1 print for back panel, 1 fish print for front centre panel and 1 print for front side panels

	8 different fabrics for the fish, 7 × 8in (18 × 20cm) each

	20in (50cm) square wadding (batting)

	1yd (1m) of 1⁄8in (3mm) wide ribbon

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using the fish template provided (see Templates) cut out two fish shapes from the wrong side of each of the eight fish fabrics to give you eight pairs of fish fabric pieces.

2 From the ribbon cut eight 3in (7.5cm) pieces. Fold one of the ribbon pieces in half to make a loop. Place the ribbon loop on the right side of one of your fish shapes positioning it at the nose so that it is pointing inwards, with the raw edges of the ribbon aligning with the edge of the nose. Pin then tack (baste) in place. Repeat to stitch ribbon loops to all of the different fabric fish shapes.

3 Place two matching fish fabrics right sides together and pin in place. Stitch all around the fish leaving a 2in (5cm) turning gap along the bottom edge.

4 Make small snips in the seam allowance on the curve of the tail and trim the seam allowance around the nose to ease turning. Turn right sides out and use a knitting needle or similar to push out the points of the tail. Fill with toy stuffing, then slip stitch the opening closed.

5 Now make the ‘pond’ playmat. Start by cutting the front centre panel 12 × 8in (30 × 20cm) and two side panels 12 × 5in (30 × 12.5cm) each. Cut a back panel 12 × 17in (30 × 43cm).

6 To make the front panel of the playmat, stitch the side panels to the centre panel using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance.

7 Place the back panel right side up and the front panel right side down. Lay wadding (batting) cut to size on top, pin in place and stitch all around the edge using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, leaving a 4in (10cm) turning gap. Turn right sides out, press and slip stitch the opening closed.

8 Machine quilt in a ladder formation in a continuous line until the whole playmat is covered. Tie off and bury the threads at both ends to finish.


TOP TIP

WE HAVE RECYCLED OUR HOOKING POLES FROM AN OLD GAME BUT YOU COULD MAKE YOUR OWN USING A PIECE OF DOWELLING, STRING AND CUP HOOKS.
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HUGGABLE UKULELE

Amie Plumley

A world of make-believe music is only the strum of a finger away with this hug-size softie made from just two fat quarters and a packet of ric-rac for the strings. Make a few and your child can form a band with their friends!
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of fabric: 1 print for front and 1 different print for backing

	5in (13cm) square fusible web

	1 pack of 1⁄4in (6mm) wide ric-rac

	Toy stuffing






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using the template provided (see Templates) make a paper pattern and use to cut one ukulele from each fat quarter.

2 Add the details to the front fabric piece of the ukulele. Start by preparing the circle (sound hole) and the rectangle (bridge). Following the manufacturer’s instructions, fix the 5in (13cm) square of fusible web to a slightly larger piece of the backing fabric. Mark out a 2in (5cm) diameter circle and a 1 × 21⁄2in (2.5 × 6.5cm) rectangle and cut out.

3 Peel off the backing paper from the circle and press it to the right side of the ukulele front, referring to the photograph for positioning. Iron in place and machine appliqué all around the edges using zigzag stitch.

4 To make the strings, cut four pieces of ric-rac each 16in (40.5cm) long. Machine sew the strings in place using straight stitch, so that they run from the headstock to about 5in (13cm) below the sound hole, referring to the photograph as your guide. If needed, trim the bottom of the ric-rac strings so that they are even.

5 Referring to Step 3, fix the rectangle (the bridge) to cover the end of the strings and stitch in place.

6 To create tuning keys, cut four pieces of ric-rac each 4in (10cm) long. Fold each piece of ric-rac in half to make a loop. Place the ric-rac loops along the neck of the headstock, two to each side, pinning them so that the loops face inwards and the raw edges of the loops hang slightly over the raw edge of the fabric.

7 Match the front and back pieces of the ukulele together (right sides facing) and pin along the edges. Machine stitch around the edge with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, leaving a 4in (10cm) turning gap along one side of the neck. Make small snips into the seam allowance at the curves and cut away any excess seam allowance.

8 Turn the ukulele through to the right side using a chopstick to poke out the shape. Fill with toy stuffing and then ladder stitch the opening closed.


DOLLY DREAMS SLEEPING BAG

Lauren Wright

With a finished size of approximately 12 × 18in (30 × 45cm) and made to fit a 15in (38cm) doll, this beautiful sleeping bag can be achieved by a confident beginner. It features simple strip patchwork and hand quilting details.
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MATERIALS


	5 fat quarters; 1 white, 1 large floral print, 1 small floral print, 1 blue gingham and 1 red gingham

	18 × 25in (45 × 64cm) lightweight quilt wadding (batting)

	12in (30cm) white cotton lace, 3⁄8in (1cm) wide

	Red stranded embroidery cotton (floss)






PATTERN NOTES

Use a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) unless stated otherwise



1 To make the back of the sleeping bag, cut 12 × 18in (30 × 45cm) rectangles from the white and large floral fabrics and from the quilt wadding (batting). Make a quilt sandwich by placing the backing (the large floral rectangle) wrong side facing up, then the wadding (batting) and finally the white rectangle right side facing up, and secure with basting spray. Press, then quilt using a cross hatch design spaced 11⁄2in (4cm) apart. Set aside.

2 Now assemble the top panel of the sleeping bag front. Cut three 12 × 11⁄2in (30 × 4cm) fabric strips from each of the white, large floral, small floral and blue gingham fabrics. Arrange the strips in rows following the photograph as your guide and sew together to form a 12 × 121⁄2in (30 × 32cm) patchwork panel. Press.

3 Cut a 12 × 121⁄2in (30 × 32cm) rectangle from the small floral fabric and the remaining quilt wadding (batting). Referring to Step 1, make a quilt sandwich for the sleeping bag front, then hand quilt the white fabric rows using three strands of embroidery thread and running stitch. Stitch the lace in place at the top of the sleeping bag front using a scant 1⁄8in (3mm) seam.

4 From the red gingham fabric cut five 21⁄4in (5.5cm) strips. Join four of the strips end to end on the diagonal. Fold and press the joined fabric strip in half lengthways to create around 80in (203cm) of continuous binding. Trim the remaining 21⁄4in (5.5cm) strip down to 12in (30cm) to bind the top front edge. Fold in half lengthways and press.

5 Taking the short red gingham binding strip, align the raw edges of the binding with the raw edges of the top of the sleeping bag front (over the lace trim). Stitch the binding down, press the folded edge over towards the back of the sleeping bag front, then stitch in place with an invisible slip stitch.

6 Place the back of the sleeping bag on a flat surface so the white side is facing up. Position the sleeping bag front over the top with the patchwork side facing up. Align the raw edges of the sleeping bag back and front at the base. Pin and tack (baste) the layers together using a scant 1⁄8in (3mm) seam allowance.

7 Bind the sleeping bag with the red gingham binding. Stitch the binding to the front, being sure to mitre the corners carefully and to join the ends on the diagonal. Press the binding and then turn it over towards the back of the sleeping bag. Pin, then hand stitch the binding down using an invisible slip stitch.


TOP TIP

FOR QUICK AND ACCURATE FABRIC CUTTING FOR PATCHWORK, A ROTARY CUTTER, ACRYLIC RULER AND SELF-HEALING CUTTING MAT COME IN USEFUL.




SHOOT FOR THE STARS

Mollie Johanson

This shoot for the stars game mat will put your child’s aim to the test. To play the game, you’ll need around 15 small felt balls about 1in (2.5cm) in diameter, and the aim is to see who can land the most, scoring maximum points for hitting the centre star.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 1 navy, 1 orange and 1 yellow

	Fusible web

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	White perle cotton size 5





1 Cut 18in (46cm) squares from the navy fabric (for the front panel) and orange fabric (for the backing panel).

2 Using the templates (see Templates) trace one large star and two of each of the smaller stars onto the paper side of the fusible web. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, iron the fusible web onto the wrong side of the yellow fabric. Cut out the stars on the traced lines. Peeling off the backing paper and referring to the photograph for positioning, arrange the stars onto the front panel with the large star in the centre.

3 Stitch around each star with running stitch using white perle cotton. Embroider a face on the large star with six strands of black embroidery thread using French knots for the eyes and scallop stitch for the mouth. Embroider a scattering of small straight stitch stars in between the fabric stars using white perle cotton.

4 Sew the front and back panels together (right sides facing) with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance leaving a 3in (7.5cm) turning gap in one side. Trim the corners to reduce bulk.

5 Turn the mat through to the right side and press. Fold in the seam allowances at the opening and press, then topstitch 1⁄8in (3mm) from the edge all the way around. Finish by hand stitching all the way around the edge of the mat with running stitch worked in white perle cotton.


TOP TIP

YOU CAN MAKE FELT BALLS FROM MERINO WOOL TOP. WRAP LENGTHS AROUND A SMALL WAD TO TWICE THE SIZE YOU WANT YOUR BALL TO BE. SATURATE IN HOT, SOAPY WATER, THEN GENTLY ROLL FROM HAND TO HAND WITHOUT SQUEEZING UNTIL IT SHRINKS TO SIZE, RE-DIPPING IF IT COOLS. RINSE IN COLD WATER.
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NOUGHTS AND CROSSES

Stephanie Woodson

This traditional game for two players, also known as tic-tac-toe or Xs and Os, is so simple to play. Whoever succeeds in placing three of their X or O marks in a horizontal, vertical or diagonal row is the winner.
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MATERIALS


	3 fat quarters of fabric: 2 feature print and 1 complementary print

	1⁄2yd (0.5m) felt in 2 different colours

	1⁄4yd (0.25m) fusible fleece

	1yd (1m) of hook-and-loop tape





1 Cut four strips of fabric 3in (7.5cm) wide and 17in (41cm) long, two from the feature fabric and two from the complementary fabric, and sew them together on the long sides with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance. Trim the short edges even so that the finished rectangle measures 161⁄2 × 12in (42 × 30cm). This pieced rectangle forms the backing of the game mat.

2 Cut a rectangle of feature fabric 161⁄2 × 12in (42 × 30cm) and a rectangle of fusible fleece 16 × 111⁄2in (40.5 × 29cm). Following the manufacturer’s instructions apply the fusible fleece to the wrong side of the feature fabric rectangle.

3 Cut one piece of the loop part (smooth side) of the hook-and-loop tape 10in (25cm) long and sew it on the right side of the feature fabric rectangle 11⁄2in (4cm) away from one short end centring it vertically. Cut four strips of felt 3⁄4 × 10in (2 × 25cm) long and sew them on to form a centred grid to the right of the loop strip. Cut nine 3⁄4in (2cm) loop squares and sew them into each empty square of the grid.

4 Use the templates (see Templates) to cut out eight X and eight O shapes from felt. Cut eight 3⁄8in (1cm) pieces of the hook part (rough side) of the hook-and-loop tape and sew one on the back of four of the X shapes and four of the O shapes. Sew or glue the remaining X and O shapes to the other side of the hook-taped letters.

5 Cut two strips of felt 1⁄2 × 13in (1.3 × 33cm) wide and sew them onto the very edge of one short end of the grid game mat (right side facing up), so that they are centred with their length running towards the middle of the fabric. These are the ties for when you want to roll up the game mat.

6 Place the grid game mat and the pieced backing right sides together and machine stitch around the edge with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance, leaving a 3in (7.5cm) turning gap. Clip the corners then turn through to the right side; fold in the seam allowance at the opening and topstitch all the way around the edges of the mat to finish.


TOP TIP

INSTEAD OF USING STRIPS OF FELT FOR THE ROLL-UP TIES, YOU COULD ALWAYS SUBSTITUTE SOME LENGTHS OF RIBBON.



[image: ]


MEMORY GAME

Ayda Algin

This is a great project for using up fat quarter leftovers. The aim of the game is to turn over cards two at a time to find the matching pairs. We’ve used different gingham fabrics to make our cards, but you could choose polka dots or prints if you prefer.
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MATERIALS


	20in (50cm) square white or cream felt

	Gingham fabric scraps: 9 different colours at least 51⁄2 × 23⁄4in (14 × 7cm)

	20in (50cm) square fusible interfacing





1 Using the templates provided (see Templates) prepare your memory card templates from thin cardboard, carefully cutting out each geometric shape from the cardboard squares.

2 Cut two 21⁄2in (6.5cm) squares from each of the nine different gingham fabrics (18 total). Cut 36 squares measuring 23⁄4in (7cm) from the felt. Finally, from the fusible interfacing cut 18 squares measuring 21⁄2in (6.5cm) and 18 squares measuring 23⁄4in (7cm).

3 Place the adhesive side of the 21⁄2in (6.5cm) fusible interfacing squares to the wrong side of the gingham fabric squares and press. Peel off the paper backing and place each gingham fabric square so that it is centred on a felt square and press (18 total).

4 Fuse the 23⁄4in (7cm) fusible interfacing squares to the remaining 18 squares of felt. Using your prepared cardboard templates, draw each shape on the paper backing side of two of the felt squares, then cut out the drawn shapes using fine pointed scissors. You should now have 18 felt squares with geometric shaped apertures, two of each.

5 Peel off the paper backing from each pair of the geometric felt squares, place them on pairs of the felt-backed gingham fabric squares and press. You now have nine pairs of memory cards. Machine stitch all around the edges of the cut-out shapes and the edges of the square to make sure the three layers are securely sewn together, stitching as close to the edge as possible.


TOP TIP

TURN THE CARDS OVER AND SHUFFLE THEM AROUND, THEN ARRANGE THEM IN ROWS AND YOUR GAME IS READY TO BEGIN.
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HOPSCOTCH PLAYMAT

Sarah Ashford

This is an update on the classic playground game. The chalk grid has been replaced with a fabric one and each square has an appliqué number. The challenge is to throw a counter onto each square in turn then hop through the spaces to retrieve it.
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MATERIALS


	8 fat quarters of fabric in different colours

	1⁄2yd (0.5m) plain white fabric

	21⁄8yd (2m) backing fabric

	23⁄8yd (2m) wadding (batting), 32in (80cm) wide

	1⁄2yd (0.5m) white fabric for binding

	1⁄2yd (0.5m) fusible web

	1yd (1m) ribbon





1 From each fat quarter cut a 121⁄2in (32cm) square block. Lay the blocks out in the traditional hopscotch formation as shown in the photograph. Stitch block 2 at the top of block 1, then stitch block 3 alongside block 4, and block 6 alongside block 7.

2 From the white fabric cut two 241⁄2 × 61⁄2in (62 × 16.5cm) rectangles and stitch either side of the joined number 1 and 2 blocks. Next cut four rectangles 61⁄2 × 121⁄2in (16.5 × 32cm) and stitch either side of the number 5 and 8 blocks.

3 Join all the blocks together to complete the playmat top.

4 Make a quilt sandwich with the backing (wrong side facing up), wadding (cut to size) and playmat top (right side facing up) and secure with either quilter’s pins or basting spray. Quilt as desired (see top tip).

5 Use the number templates (see Templates) to cut the numbers from white fabric. First, draw the numbers in reverse onto the smooth side of the fusible web. Roughly cut out the back-to-front numbers and iron onto the wrong side of the white fabric following the manufacturer’s instructions. Carefully cut out the outline of the numbers. You now have white fabric numbers 1 to 8.

6 Place the numbers in position one at a time on the right side of the playmat and iron in place. Machine appliqué with zigzag stitch to secure, then pull the thread ends to the back and bury in the quilt.

7 Take the ribbon and fold it in half. Place the edge of the fold on the back of the playmat centred along the bottom short edge. Stitch in place going over your stitching once or twice to reinforce it. These are ties that will enable you to roll up your playmat when it is not being used.

8 Cut white fabric binding strips of 11⁄2in (4cm), joining seams on the diagonal to give you a continuous length of 192in (488cm). Use the single fold method to stitch the binding to the front of the playmat and hand stitch on the back for a neat finish.


TOP TIP

OUR HOPSCOTCH PLAYMAT WAS QUILTED WITH HORIZONTAL STRAIGHT LINES STITCHED 1⁄2IN (1.3CM) APART.
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OWL GLOVE PUPPET

Zoe Larkins

Babies love glove puppets and they are the easiest puppet in the world to operate. Simply slip your hand into the ‘glove’ and you bring a character to life – in this case, friendly, feathery Ollie Owl.
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MATERIALS


	5 fat quarters of fabric: 1 plain dark brown, 1 light brown gingham, 1 grey print, 1 plain cream and 1 plain lemon

	Fusible interfacing

	Scraps of felt: tan, white, yellow and black

	Black stranded embroidery cotton (floss)






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Take a large sheet of paper and fold in half, place the owl body template (see Templates) on the fold of the paper and draw around the outline. Cut out and unfold to give you your owl body pattern. Use this pattern to cut out two owl bodies from dark brown fabric. Fold, press and machine stitch a 1⁄4in (6mm) hem along the straight edge of each owl body.

2 Following the manufacturer’s instructions, attach 3 × 12in (7.5 × 30cm) strips of fusible interfacing to the wrong side of the remaining dark brown fabric and each of the other fat quarters. Using the scallop template (see Templates) mark a double length of scallops onto a piece of thin card and cut out. Use the card scallop to mark out two scallop lengths onto each of the fusible interfacing strips and cut out. You should now have 10 scallop lengths of interfacing-backed fabrics, two from each fabric.

3 Following the curve of the scallop, machine stitch around the edge of each scallop strip, leaving the straight edge unstitched.

4 Arranging the scallop strips on the right side of one of the owl body pieces so that they overlap like feathers, machine stitch each strip in place along its top straight edge, starting from the hem and working your way up, one by one, until you reach the top and all strips have been sewn in place. Turn over and trim around the edge of the owl shape to cut off the excess from the scallop strips.

5 Using the templates (see Templates) cut out one face from tan felt, two eyes from white felt, two pupils from black felt and one beak from yellow felt. Following the photograph as a guide, pin the felt pieces in position on the owl front on top of the feather strips and neatly appliqué stitch in place by hand using two strands of the black embroidery thread.

6 Pin together the owl front and owl back with right sides facing and stitch around the edge. Cut notches around all the curves, then turn through to the right side. Once pressed, the feathers should all stay nice and flat.
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MATCH THE NUMBER

Sarah Ashford

This playmat has nine squares each containing a different number of 3D felt flowers, from just one all the way up to nine. The aim of the game is to match a felt number to the square that has the same number of flowers on it.
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MATERIALS


	1 fat quarter of green linen fabric

	1⁄2yd (0.5m) floral print fabric for the sashing, border and binding

	30in (76cm) square backing fabric

	30in (76cm) square wadding (batting)

	Pink stranded embroidery cotton (floss)

	4 A4 felt sheets in yellow and shades of pink for flowers

	9 pieces of felt each 8 × 6in (20 × 15cm) in a selection of colours for numbers






PATTERN NOTES

Use a seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) unless stated otherwise



1 Cut nine 61⁄2in (16.5cm) squares from the linen fat quarter. From the floral print fabric cut six 61⁄2 × 21⁄2in (16.5 × 6.5cm) strips for the vertical sashing, four 22 × 21⁄2in (56 × 6.5cm) strips for the horizontal sashing and top and bottom borders, and two 26in × 21⁄2in (66 × 6.5cm) strips for the left and right borders.

2 Take six linen squares and stitch a 61⁄2in (16.5cm) vertical sashing strip to the righthand edge of each one.

3 Take a linen square/vertical sashing piece and stitch it to another linen square/vertical sashing piece, then add a linen square to complete a row. Repeat to make three rows in all.

4 Add the horizontal sashing between the rows to join the rows together, then add the top and bottom borders. Finally add the left and right borders to complete the playmat top.

5 Make a quilt sandwich by placing the backing fabric wrong side facing up, wadding (batting) over the backing fabric, and the playmat top (right side facing up) over the wadding. Hold the layers in place with either quilter’s pins or basting spray, then quilt by machine stitching straight lines 1⁄2in (1.3cm) inside each border piece. Sew in the loose threads. Trim and bind using your preferred method.

6 Using the flower templates (see Templates), cut out six large flowers, 10 medium flowers and 29 small flowers in different shades of pink felt. Cut out 45 small circles for flower centres in pinks and yellows. Arrange the flowers so there is one on the centre square, two on another square, three on another square, and so on, finishing with nine flowers on the final (ninth) square.

7 Attach the flowers by placing a felt circle in the middle of the flower and use all six strands of the embroidery thread to tie each flower to the mat, tying twice to hold securely. Gently lift up the flowers to give a 3D effect.

8 To make the felt numbers, use the number templates (see Templates) to cut out two of each number from your chosen felt colour and cut out. Sew the number pieces together and stitch around the edge with blanket stitch to the last 1in (2.5cm), then fill with toy stuffing before continuing with the blanket stitch to close.


TOP TIP

FOR THE NUMBERS WITH HOLES – 6, 8 AND 9 – STITCH THE EDGE OF THE HOLES FIRST.
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CRAYON ROLL

Amie Plumley

There is nothing children like better than to draw and colour, so for fun on the go slip this handy crayon roll into your bag. The clever notebook pocket ensures that your child always has everything they need to get creative.
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MATERIALS


	2 fat quarters of different print fabrics

	4in (10cm) of 3⁄32in (2mm) diameter elastic





1 Cut two pieces 16 × 51⁄2in (40.5 × 14cm) from one fat quarter for the outer/inner cover.

2 Cut one piece 16 × 3in (40.5 × 7.5cm) on the fold from the second fat quarter for the pocket.

3 Lay the pocket fabric (folded edge at top) on top of one of the outer/inner cover pieces with right sides facing and matching up the raw edges of the fabric pieces at the bottom. Using a ruler and disappearing marker pen, measure 3in (7.5cm) from the left-hand edge and draw a vertical line from the pocket fold to the bottom edge – this marks the notebook pocket. Measure 1in (2.5cm) from this marked line and draw a vertical line as before – this marks the first crayon pocket. Continue to mark out the remaining crayon pockets in this way to give you a total of 12 crayon pockets (note: the last crayon pocket will be slightly larger at this stage to allow for the seam allowance) – see Fig 1.
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4 Pin the pocket piece in place. Sewing down each mark you made in Step 3, machine stitch from the fold to the raw edges. Trim all threads.

5 Fold the elastic in half to make a loop and pin at the top of the final crayon pocket with the loop facing inwards and the ends sticking out over the raw edges of the fabric.

6 Place the remaining outer/inner cover piece over the pinned together cover/pocket piece, so that right sides are facing. Sew around the edges of the fabric with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam allowance leaving a 4in (10cm) turning gap. Snip the corners and trim off any extra seam allowance.

7 Turn the crayon roll through to the right side and press flat. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and press, then topstitch 1⁄8in (3mm) from the edge all the way around. Fill with your child’s favourite crayon colours and a small notebook.
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FOUR IN A ROW

Sarah Ashford

This game is good for developing your child’s observation skills. The race is on to connect four same-coloured counters in any direction, vertically, horizontally or diagonally, but they’ll need to concentrate if they want to stop their opponent from doing so first!
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MATERIALS


	4 fat quarters of fabric: 1 red print, 1 yellow print, 1 plain white and 1 of your choosing for backing

	1 fat eighth of blue print fabric

	1 fat quarter of wadding (batting)

	70in (178cm) bias binding, 11⁄2in (4cm) wide

	Toy stuffing

	1yd (1m) of hook-and-loop tape





1 Cut the fabric for the front of the playmat as follows:

From the plain white fat quarter:

Centre panel: one 81⁄2 × 121⁄2in (21.5 × 32cm) rectangle

Top and bottom border: two 141⁄2 × 3in (37 × 7.5cm) strips

Left and right border: two 15 × 3in (38 × 7.5cm) strips

From the blue print fat eighth:

Frame sides: two 11⁄2 × 81⁄2in (4 × 21.5cm) strips

Frame base: one 11⁄2 × 141⁄2in (4 × 37cm) strip

2 Take the white centre panel piece and stitch a blue frame side to the left and to the right using a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam. Press seams open. Stitch the blue frame base to the bottom. Add the top and bottom borders, then the left and right borders to complete the game top.

3 From the fat quarter you have chosen for your backing, cut a piece the same size as the pieced game top. Make a quilt sandwich with the backing wrong side facing up, wadding (batting) cut to size and game top right side facing up. Use quilter’s pins or basting spray to hold all three layers together and quilt as desired. Our game mat has straight line quilting horizontally across the top and bottom borders and vertically on the left and right borders, overlapping in the corners.

4 Cut six 7in (18cm) strips of the hook part (rough side) of the hook-and-loop tape and pin horizontally inside the blue print frame, making sure they are evenly spaced. Topstitch all the way around each strip to secure in place. Tie off the ends and bury the threads.

5 Use strips of bias binding to bind the edges of the game top, machine stitching in place on the front of the mat, then turning over to the back of the mat and hand stitching with an invisible slip stitch for a neat finish.

6 To make the counters, cut out 24 red fabric circles and 24 yellow fabric circles, each 2in (5cm) in diameter. Cut 24 pieces of the loop part (smooth side) of the hook-and-loop tape, each measuring approximately 3⁄4in (2cm) long. Stitch the hook-and-loop tape pieces to the right side of 12 yellow and 12 red fabric circles. Sew in the threads.

7 Pair up a red circle with hook-and-loop tape with a red circle without, right sides facing, and machine stitch all the way around with a 1⁄4in (6mm) seam leaving a turning gap and reverse stitching at each end to reinforce. Clip the seam all the way round, then turn the circle to the right side. Push out the seams and fill with toy stuffing. Carefully close the opening with slip stitch.

8 Repeat Step 7 to make a total of 24 counters, 12 yellow and 12 red. Now you are ready to play the game.


SOFTIE SKITTLES

Emma Hardy

Use your favourite fat quarters of fabric to create this fun set of skittles, and of course a patchwork ball to complete the set. The whole family is sure to have hours of fun with this handmade game.
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MATERIALS


	6 fat quarters of fabric in different prints

	6 pieces of medium weight iron-on interfacing measuring 17 × 101⁄2in (43 × 26cm)

	Toy stuffing

	Dried lentils or plastic filling beads (4oz/100g for each skittle)






PATTERN NOTES

Seam allowance of 1⁄4in (6mm) is included



1 Using an iron and a damp cloth, fuse the interfacing onto the wrong side of the fat quarter. Using the skittle section (see Templates) cut out a paper template and use it to cut out four skittle sections from the interfaced fabric. Mark the dots on the wrong side of all of the sections with a pencil.

2 Take two of the skittle sections and, with right sides together, pin and stitch along one side to make half a skittle, starting and stopping at the dots. Make small snips along the seam allowance making sure that you do not cut into the stitching. Repeat using the remaining two sections to give you two skittle halves.

3 Pin the two skittle halves together (right sides facing) matching up seams. Machine stitch all the way around leaving an opening of about 11⁄2in (4cm) along one of the straighter parts.

4 Snip along the seam allowance as before and turn the skittle the right way out. Push the top and the bottom out using the blunt end of a pencil.

5 Stuff the skittle so that it has a nice even shape leaving a space at its base of a couple of inches (few centimetres). Using a funnel, fill the remaining space with lentils or plastic beads. Fold in the seam allowance at the opening and ladder stitch closed as securely as you can.

6 Repeat Steps 2 to 5 to make a total of six skittles, one from each fat quarter.

7 Using the ball section template (see Templates) cut out a paper template and use it to cut out one ball section from each of the six fat quarters (using a part that has interfacing bonded to it). Mark the dots on the wrong side of each piece.

8 Pin and machine stitch two of the ball sections together with right sides facing, starting and finishing at the dots. Fold the top section in half towards the stitching line and pin another section to the other side and stitch, again starting and finishing at the dots.

9 Repeat Step 8 with the three remaining sections so that you now have two halves of the ball. Make small snips along each seam allowance making sure that you do not cut into the stitching.

10 Pin and machine stitch the two halves of the ball together with right sides facing leaving a small opening. Make small snips in the seam allowances as before and turn the right way out. Fill with toy stuffing, then slip stitch the opening closed.


JUGGLING BALLS

Emma Hardy

Help your kids to practise their coordination with a quirky set of juggling balls. Each ball is made with two coordinating fabrics, giving them a pretty patchwork look. Start with three or go for a challenge and make five – the choice is yours!

[image: ]


MATERIALS


	Fat quarters of fabric of your choosing – use 2 different prints for each ball

	5 × 10in (12 × 24cm) plain white fabric for each ball

	Dried lentils or plastic filling beads (approximately 4oz/100g for each ball)





1 Draw a 5in (12cm) square onto paper and cut out to use as a template. Pin this onto the fat quarters and cut out one square from two different fabrics per ball.

2 With right sides together, pin the two squares together around three sides. Using a 3⁄8in (1cm) seam allowance, double stitch around the three sides and turn the right way out. Push the corners out carefully using your finger and press with an iron. Set aside.

3 Fold the white fabric piece in half to make a square; pin and double stitch along two sides. Turn inside out so that the seams are on the inside and use a funnel to pour about 4oz (100g) lentils or plastic beads into it.

4 Fold a 3⁄8in (1cm) seam allowance along the open side and press lining up the side seams in the middle to make a slight pyramid shape. Pin and double stitch about 1⁄4in (6mm) from the edge.

5 Take the patterned fabric stitched squares from Step 2 and fold in a 3⁄8in (1cm) seam allowance along the open side.

6 Place the filled white fabric bag inside this patterned fabric bag, line up the side seams in the middle and pin and double stitch the bag closed.

7 Make several balls in the same way, either using up your two fat quarters or choosing more fabrics that coordinate.


STITCH LIBRARY

The following stitches feature throughout the projects to add decoration, for hemming and for closing gaps and seams.


Split stitch

Split stitch has the appearance of a very fine chain stitch. Make a straight stitch, then bring the needle up, piercing the thread at the end of the stitch just made. Insert the needle to form the next stitch and continue. Make all the stitches the same length and pierce them at the same point to create an even line of stitching.
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French knot

To make a French knot, bring the needle and thread through the fabric and wrap the thread around the needle three or four times. Holding this coil of thread in place, take the needle back through the fabric, just next to where it came out.
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Blanket stitch

Blanket stitch is most often used as a decorative edging stitch. Bring the needle out at A, insert the needle at B and bring it out at C directly above B, keeping the working thread under the needle. Pull the thread through to form the stitch. Continue to work stitches, keeping the stitch height and spacing as even as possible.
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Whip stitch

Whip stitch (oversewing) is a simple stitch used to sew two pieces of material together. Pull each whip stitch tight for a neat finish.

[image: ]




Ladder stitch

Ladder stitch is used to close a seam on a stuffed item or for sewing two folded edges together. Take straight stitches into the folded fabric, stitching into each edge in turn; the stitches look like a ladder. Pull the thread taut after a few stitches to close the seam.
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Backstitch

Backstitch is ideal for making a well-defined outline as well as for details. Bring the needle out at A and take it to B to make a stitch. Now bring the needle back past the first stitch to C and repeat in this way.
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Chain stitch

Bring the needle out at A, hold the thread down and insert the needle back through at A and bring it up at B, keeping the thread under the needle and pulling it gently to form a loop. Continue to make a row of connected stitches and, when you are ready to finish your line, work a small straight stitch to tie the final loop down.

[image: ]




Running stitch

Starting at the right-hand side, bring the needle out at A and insert it at B. Bring it out again at C and insert it at D. Continue in this way making sure the stitches and gaps are of even length.
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Straight stitch

Straight stitch is worked like a single running stitch: you can make stitches of short or long lengths.
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Slip stitch

Slip stitch is used to close gaps in seams. Work from right to left picking up a tiny piece of the fabric from one seam edge. Insert the needle into the other seam fold and move it along by 1⁄8in (3mm). Push the needle out and repeat.
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Crossed whip stitch

This stitch can be used to make strong seams worked decoratively on the outside of the toy. Using a contrasting embroidery thread, whip over the edge in one direction (see Whip Stitch), then return the other way to complete the crossed stitch.
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Appliqué stitch

An appliqué stitch is usually used to attach a smaller piece of felt or fabric onto a larger one. Position the smaller piece then bring the needle out at A, go down at B, come up again at C and so on until you’ve stitched the smaller piece into place. Try to make your stitches a consistent length.
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Satin stitch

Satin stitch is used to fill in an area or shape so that none of the background fabric can be seen. Basic satin stitch is made by working straight stitches close together in parallel lines, keeping the tension even throughout to give a smooth, satin look.
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Detached fly stitch

This variation of fly stitch is worked singly. Bring the needle out at A and insert it at B to make a loop, then bring the needle out at C pulling the loop taut to make a ‘V’ shape. Insert the needle at D to make a small stitch that ties the ‘V’ shaped stitch in place.
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Scallop stitch

A scallop stitch is worked in a similar way to a detached fly stitch but this time make a shallow ‘U’ shape with your thread. Flatten the loop into the desired shape with your finger then bring the needle up to make a very small straight stitch to tie the loop down.
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TEMPLATES

You can download printable versions of these templates from: www.davidandcharles.com.
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